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Abstract

Some rocks contain multiple remanence “components”, each of which preserves a record of a different magnetic field. The

temperature ranges over which these remanence components demagnetize can overlap, making it difficult to determine their

directions. We present a data analysis tool called Thermal Resolution Of Unblocking Temperatures (TROUT) that treats

the process of thermal demagnetization as a function of temperature (or alternating field demagnetization as a function of

coercivity). TROUT models the unblocking temperature distributions of components in a demagnetization experiment, allowing

these distributions to overlap. TROUT can be used to find the temperatures over which paleomagnetic directions change and

when two directional components overlap resulting in curved demagnetization trajectories. When applied to specimens given

multi-component Thermoremanent Magnetizations (TRMs) in the laboratory, the TROUT method estimates the temperature

at which the partial TRMs were acquired to within one temperature step, even for specimens with significant overlap. TROUT

has numerous applications: knowing the temperature at which the direction changes is useful for experiments in which the

thermal history of a specimen is of interest (e.g. emplacement temperature of pyroclastic deposits, re-heating of archaeological

artifacts, reconstruction of cooling rates of igneous bodies). The ability to determine whether a single component or multiple

components are demagnetizing at a given temperature is useful for choosing appropriate ranges of temperatures to use in

paleointensity experiments. Finally, the width of the range of temperature overlap may be useful for inferring the domain state

of magnetic mineral assemblages.
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Key Points:8

• Multi-component thermal demagnetization experiments can exhibit curved demag-9

netization data, causing ambiguity in estimating the temperature the specimen10

was reheated to.11

• TROUT is a method for resolving the unblocking temperature distributions, di-12

rections and relative magnitudes of different components present in demagneti-13

zation data.14

• TROUT accurately estimates the temperature specimens were reheated to in lab-15

oratory experiments, even for those with curved demagnetization data.16
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Abstract17

Some rocks contain multiple remanence “components”, each of which preserves a record18

of a different magnetic field. The temperature ranges over which these remanence com-19

ponents demagnetize can overlap, making it difficult to determine their directions. We20

present a data analysis tool called Thermal Resolution Of Unblocking Temperatures (TROUT)21

that treats the process of thermal demagnetization as a function of temperature (or al-22

ternating field demagnetization as a function of coercivity). TROUT models the unblock-23

ing temperature distributions of components in a demagnetization experiment, allow-24

ing these distributions to overlap. TROUT can be used to find the temperatures over25

which paleomagnetic directions change and when two directional components overlap re-26

sulting in curved demagnetization trajectories. When applied to specimens given multi-27

component Thermoremanent Magnetizations (TRMs) in the laboratory, the TROUT method28

estimates the temperature at which the partial TRMs were acquired to within one tem-29

perature step, even for specimens with significant overlap. TROUT has numerous ap-30

plications: knowing the temperature at which the direction changes is useful for exper-31

iments in which the thermal history of a specimen is of interest (e.g. emplacement tem-32

perature of pyroclastic deposits, re-heating of archaeological artifacts, reconstruction of33

cooling rates of igneous bodies). The ability to determine whether a single component34

or multiple components are demagnetizing at a given temperature is useful for choos-35

ing appropriate ranges of temperatures to use in paleointensity experiments. Finally, the36

width of the range of temperature overlap may be useful for inferring the domain state37

of magnetic mineral assemblages.38

Plain Language Summary39

Rocks can contain records of multiple magnetization events or “components”. Pa-40

leomagnetists attempt to separate these components by heating their specimens to pro-41

gressively higher temperatures, and cooling in the absence of a magnetic field to remove42

part of the magnetization. Paleomagnetists are often interested in the temperature range43

over which one of the magnetization components is demagnetized, as this provides in-44

formation about the thermal history of the specimen (e.g. the temperature it was reheated45

to in the past). Unfortunately, two components can demagnetize with overlapping tem-46

perature ranges, leading to ambiguity in the temperatures of interest. In this paper we47

present a data analysis tool called Thermal Resolution of Unblocking Temperatures (TROUT)48

which can account for this overlap and find the temperatures that paleomagnetists are49

interested in. We tested TROUT on data sets where the temperatures the specimens were50

reheated to is known, and it accurately estimated those temperatures. These test cases51

indicate that TROUT will be useful for many different applications where paleomagnetists52

want to know about the thermal history of a specimen.53

1 Introduction54

Paleomagnetists use the magnetizations of rocks to make inferences about the Earth’s55

ancient magnetic field (Butler, 1992). A rock that cools in a magnetic field obtains a mag-56

netization in the same direction as that field. In theory, a paleomagnetist could take an57

oriented paleomagnetic specimen and measure its magnetization to obtain the direction58

of the ancient magnetic field. Unfortunately, many rocks have experienced multiple mag-59

netization events in different field directions, causing them to have a total magnetiza-60

tion which is the sum of multiple magnetic “components” acquired in these different fields.61

To separate out the individual components, paleomagnetists demagnetize specimens in62

a stepwise fashion by heating them at progressively higher temperatures and cooling them63

in the absence of a magnetic field to demagnetize them (Worm et al., 1988). Strong al-64

ternating magnetic fields may also be used to demagnetize a specimen. Experiments like65
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these that involve some form of stepwise demagnetization are ubiquitous in paleomag-66

netic studies.67

Data from a thermal or alternating field (AF) demagnetization experiments are typ-68

ically plotted on the Zijderveld diagram (Zijderveld, 1967), whereby the X coordinate69

of the direction is plotted against the Y and Z coordinates (Figure 1) allowing visual-70

ization of inherently three dimensional behavior on a two-dimensional plot (X,Y and Z71

are equivalent to North, East and Down in oriented specimens). Data with a single mag-72

netic component will plot as a pair of straight lines trending toward the origin. For a two-73

component magnetization, as the specimen is demagnetized the data will plot as straight74

lines which do not trend toward the origin at low temperatures (fields). At higher tem-75

peratures (fields), the direction of the lines will change, with a trend toward the origin.76

The directions of these lines are parallel to the direction of the two fields in which the77

specimen was magnetized. An example of this two component behavior for a simulated78

thermal demagnetization expriment is shown in Figure 1a. In some cases, instead of dis-79

tinct lines with sharp boundaries (as in Figure 1a), the change in direction appears to80

happen over several temperature steps, leading to a “curved” appearance in the Zijderveld81

plot (Figure 1b). This behavior makes multi-component magnetizations more difficult82

to interpret, as the demagnetization experiment has failed to completely separate the83

two components.84
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Figure 1: Examples of Zijderveld plots. Solid (open) symbols: x versus y (z). a) A spec-
imen with two relatively straight, resolvable magnetization components in perpendicular
directions. b) Another specimen, magnetized in the same way as in a), but displaying two
components with overlapping unblocking temperatures. The resulting Zijderveld plot has
a “curved” appearance.

Demagnetization experiments are able to separate multiple magnetic components85

because rocks are composed of many nano- to micrometer scale magnetic particles. Louis86

Néel proposed a theory (Néel, 1949) that these magnetic particles can be magnetized in87

one of two directions, and some amount of energy is required to ‘flip’ their magnetic mo-88

ment from one ‘easy’ direction to the other. While this is not generally true (e.g., Nagy89

et al., 2022), the concept of thermal energy and remagnetization holds true. Partial de-90

magnetization of a specimen is achieved by randomizing the moments of particles with91

energy barriers that can be overcome by the thermal or AF treatment step. In a ther-92

mal demagnetization experiment, this occurs at a particular temperature, known as the93

“unblocking temperature” (Tub). In AF demagnetization, the field provides the energy94

to flip the moment of the particle. Néel theory suggests that a magnetic component ac-95

quired by heating to a particular temperature, the blocking temperature (Tb), and cool-96
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ing in a field would be removed by thermally demagnetizing that specimen to the same97

temperature Tb = Tub. However, Néel theory applies only to uniformly magnetized or98

“single domain” magnetic particles. Micromagnetic modeling has shown that only small99

particles are magnetized in this way. Larger particles have more complex magnetizations100

such as ‘flower’, ‘vortex’ or multi-domain states (Williams & Dunlop, 1989), which may101

have differences between the temperature at which particles block and unblock (Dunlop102

& Özdemir, 2001). This can lead to an “overlap” of the unblocking temperatures between103

components blocked at different temperatures resulting in the curvature observed on the104

Zijderveld plot in Figure 1b. Overlapping of the unblocking temperatures may also oc-105

cur if two components are not magnetized in the same way, e.g. a specimen containing106

both a thermally acquired and a chemically acquired remanence. Additionally, specimens107

which moved during cooling, or which cooled slowly as the direction of the Earth’s mag-108

netic field changed, may have curved Zijderveld plots due to the rotation of the speci-109

men relative to the field.110

Previous studies have dealt with isolating individual directions from multi-component111

magnetizations with overlapping unblocking temperatures. Hoffman and Day (1978) cre-112

ated a generalized method for separating overlapping multi-component directions by fit-113

ting great circle paths to the vector differences of demagnetization data. Kirschvink (1980)114

created a method for obtaining best fitting lines or planes to paleomagnetic data using115

principal component analysis, and McFadden and McElhinny (1988) extended this method-116

ology to find a common paleomagnetic direction using the intersection of lines and planes117

from different paleomagnetic specimens. None of these methods quantitatively provide118

information about the unblocking temperature ranges over which different components119

demagnetize when the unblocking temperatures overlap. However, this information is120

important in several applications, for example, when performing paleodirectional/intensity121

analysis. In such a case, paleomagnetists attempt to choose a range of temperatures on122

the Zijderveld plot over which a single remanence component unblocks. The blocking123

temperature distribution of each component is also useful for determining the temper-124

ature at which a pyroclastic flow came to rest (also known as the emplacement temper-125

ature), or to find the temperature to which a host rock was reheated by an intruding ig-126

neous dike (a form of “baked contact test”, as per Everitt & Clegg, 1962).127

In this paper, we present a method for treating demagnetization data which can128

obtain the direction, relative magnitude, and unblocking temperature (or coercivity) dis-129

tribution for each component in a demagnetization experiment. If the unblocking tem-130

perature (coercivity) distributions are separate, then the components will be easily re-131

solvable (Figure 2a, c). If the distributions overlap with one another, then the compo-132

nents will be hard to resolve (Figure 2b,d). We call our approach “Thermal Resolution133

of Unblocking Temperatures” (TROUT). The construction of this model is explained in134

Section 2 and we explain how to fit the model to real demagnetization data in Section 2.2.135

One advantage that TROUT has over traditional methods of analyzing demagne-136

tization data is the ability to obtain information about the range of unblocking temper-137

atures for a particular component. For example, TROUT can obtain an estimate of the138

temperature to which a specimen was remagnetized, as well as the range of temperatures139

over which two components overlap (see Section 2.4). In Section 3 the TROUT method140

is applied to several data sets that make use of this thermal information. In Section 3.1141

we extend the work of Maher et al. (2021) to test whether their specimens have repro-142

ducible unblocking temperatures that could be used to estimate a quantitative cooling143

rate for fast spreading lower oceanic crust. In Section 3.2, we remagnetized specimens144

from Tauxe et al. (2021) to test TROUT’s ability to obtain the remagnetization tem-145

peratures and directions for a set of specimens which may have different blocking and146

unblocking temperature distributions. In Section 3.3, we replicate the experimental re-147

sults of Kent and Gee (1994) in which specimens were given a secondary magnetization148

at low temperatures to test whether high blocking temperatures observed in previous149
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thermal demagnetization experiments were a result of specimens undergoing chemical150

alteration during heating. We discuss our findings in Section 4.151

2 Methodology152

2.1 Modeling magnetization as a function of demagnetizing energy153

The goal of this work is to model thermal demagnetization in a specimen with mul-
tiple components. We start with the simpler, uni-vectorial case. A specimen with a sin-
gle magnetic component will have a magnetization which reduces in magnitude but main-
tains a constant direction as it is demagnetized. Here, the energy used to demagnetize
the specimen is called x and it is possible to obtain an expression for the magnetization
remaining as a function of x, M⃗(x). The field direction is represented by the symbol B̂
(a unit vector) and the original magnitude of the magnetization before demagnetizing
is represented by c. An expression is required for the amount of the magnetization that
survives after demagnetizing to x. The resulting “demagnetization function” F (x) should
vary between 1 at x = 0 and 0 at some maximum value for x. The full equation of the
magnetization is the product of these three terms:

M⃗(x) = cB̂F (x). (1)

In the more complicated multi-component case, a specimen may record multiple (re)magnetization
events, and so may have multiple (K) components. In this case, the magnetization is the
sum of the magnetizations of the components, i.e.

M⃗(x) =

K∑
k=1

ckB̂kFk(x). (2)

There is no requirement that any two demagnetization functions Fi and Fj operate over154

independent temperature ranges, and so this model can be used to simulate specimens155

with overlapping unblocking temperatures, provided there is some expression for F .156

The way to represent the problem of mixed TRM components is very similar to the157

problem of unmixing Isothermal Remanent Magnetization (IRM) components (e.g., Egli,158

2003). These experiments use an alternating field to demagnetize a magnetization ac-159

quired in a strong magnetic field at room temperature. The magnitude of the magne-160

tization at each demagnetization step is used to infer several “components” which have161

different coercivity distributions. In the IRM unmixing literature, a “component” usu-162

ally refers to a subpopulation of magnetic particles interpreted as representing a partic-163

ular magnetic mineral, whereas in TRM unmixing, a component refers to a set of par-164

ticles magnetized in a particular magnetic field direction. Both types of components re-165

quire a flexible function to model the wide range of demagnetization curves observed in166

natural samples.167

For the purposes of IRM unmixing, Egli (2003) created a four parameter Skew Gen-
eralized Gaussian (SGG) Distribution given by:

f(x, µ, s, p, q) =
1

21+1/psΓ(1 + 1/p)

|qeqz + q−1ez/q|
eqz + ez/q

exp

[
− 1

2

∣∣∣∣ ln(eqz + ez/q

2

)∣∣∣∣p], (3)

where z = x−µ
s and Γ is the gamma function; the scalar parameters µ, s, p, q determine168

the “shape” of the distribution. To first order, µ controls the location of the distribu-169

tion, s controls the scale, p controls the kurtosis and q controls the skewness, although170

interactions between these parameters mean that they do not independently affect these171

properties of the distribution. SGG distributions are able to approximate a wide range172

of other distributions by selecting µ, s, p, q appropriately. For this reason, SGGs are use-173

ful for our purposes. In the work of Egli (2003), the SGG distribution is scaled and fit174
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to the negative derivative of the magnitude of the demagnetization data with respect to175

x. In the case of IRMs, this quantity represents the coercivity distribution, and in the176

TRM case, the unblocking temperature distribution of the magnetization. The demag-177

netization function is therefore given by:178
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Figure 2: Simulated two-component thermal demagnetization data subjected to TROUT.
For more information on the different parameters referenced in this figure, see Section 2.
Panels a) and b): Simulated Zijderveld plots with the magnitude of each component
(ck) indicated by blue and red arrows. Solid (open) symbols are X,Y (X,Z) components.
Panels c) and d): unblocking temperature density functions f(T, µk, sk, pk, qk) for each
component obtained from the TROUT method. Left column: Example without over-
lapping unblocking temperatures. Right column: Example with overlapping unblocking
temperatures. High (low) temperature components indicated in red (blue). In d) the un-
blocking temperature density clearly displays overlap between the unblocking temperature
functions. Insets: Equal area plots of the directions B̂k of each component. Center of di-
agram is the Z (vertical) direction, top (right) edge is the X (Y) direction. B1 (B2) was
acquired along the X (Z) specimen direction.

F (x, µ, s, p, q) = 1−
∫
f(x, µ, s, p, q) dx. (4)

Figure 2 shows simulated thermal demagnetization experiments for the case of non-179

overlapping unblocking temperatures (Figure 2a, c) and the case of overlapping unblock-180

ing temperatures (Figure 2b, d). The following sections explain how the TROUT approach181

is used to find the unblocking temperature distributions and directions that provide the182

best fit to thermal demagnetization data, allowing quantification of the temperature that183

separates the two components and the amount of overlap in unblocking temperatures184

between two components.185
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2.2 Fitting TROUT to data186

The TROUT model in Equation 2 describes magnetization as a function of tem-187

perature. The model includes several “model parameters” that define the unblocking tem-188

perature distributions, directions and relative magnitudes of each component. A frame-189

work is needed for fitting the TROUT model to the data by selecting model parameters190

that lead to model outputs that are comparable to the data. Model fitting is performed191

via optimization of a Bayesian posterior distribution, which synthesizes prior informa-192

tion about the parameters with model-data misfit (see, e.g., Tarantola, 2005). Specif-193

ically, the posterior distribution is proportional to the product of a likelihood that de-194

scribes the model-data misfit, and a prior distribution that specifies additional informa-195

tion about the model parameters. By finding the maximum value of the posterior dis-196

tribution, TROUT thus finds the model that best fits the data, while simultaneously sat-197

isfying prior constraints and, therefore, avoids overfitting. The following describes how198

to set up the likelihood and prior distributions and how to solve the resulting optimiza-199

tion problem.200

2.2.1 Likelihood201

We begin with the likelihood that specifies how model-data misfit is quantified. The
unknowns of the TROUT model in Equation 2 are c, B̂ and the function F (x), which
is parameterized via Equations 3 and 4, adding the unknowns µ, s, p and q. To simplify
notation, all unknowns are collected in a vector θ = (c, B̂, µ, s, p, q). Then the model
data misfit is defined by the quadratic:

Misfit =
1

2
(M⃗(x, θ)pred − M⃗obs)

TC−1(M⃗(x, θ)pred − M⃗obs), (5)

where M⃗pred(x) is given by Equation 2, M⃗obs(x) is the observed magnetization, and C
is a matrix that describes errors in the data. The misfit and likelihood are connected via
an exponential

p(Mobs|θ) = (det 2πC)−
1
2 exp

(
−1

2
(M⃗(x, θ)pred − M⃗obs)

TC−1(M⃗(x, θ)pred − M⃗obs)

)
. (6)

To specify the error covariance matrix C, it is important to recall that when pa-
leomagnetic measurements are made, a significant proportion of measurement error comes
from misorientation of specimens in the sample holder, which results in an angular mis-
fit (see for example Paterson et al., 2012 for a discussion). This should be correctly re-
flected by the choice of C in the likelihood. Holme and Bloxham (1996) devised an er-
ror matrix for satellite data, where there are similarly two kinds of noise, measurement
errors as well as “attitude errors,” caused by misorientation and this can be adapted to
the problem at hand. Specifically, we use the error covariance matrix:

C = I(σ2 + |M⃗ |2ψ2)− M⃗M⃗Tψ2, (7)

where ψ (an angle in radians) and σ (a constant measurement uncertainty for all data)
are unknown parameters that define the noise distribution. Note that the the unknown
parameters in the error covariance matrix can be estimated by simply appending them
to the model parameter vector θ = (c, B̂, µ, s, p, q, σ, ψ) and subsequently defining the
posterior jointly over all unknowns (see below). Finally, for a set of N measurements,
the likelihood is the product of the likelihoods for each measurement:

P (M⃗obs|θ) =
N∏
i=1

P (M⃗obs(xi)|θ). (8)

It is worth re-emphasizing that θ includes the unknown parameters defining the mea-202

surement noise. Two examples of this noise model and the resulting likelihoods are shown203

in Figure 3.204
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Figure 3: Examples of the likelihood distribution (green shaded areas) for an idealized
single component Arai plot (Zijderveld data). The TROUT method prioritizes solutions
which have maximum likelihood, i.e., are closest to the center of each green area for each
data point. a) shows the likelihood distribution with constant noise σ = 2e − 2, ψ = 0◦,
whereas b) shows the likelihood distribution with predominantly angular noise σ = 1e − 3,
ψ = 2◦. In b) the angular noise causes the likelihood distribution to become spread out in
a plane perpendicular to the direction of the Zijderveld data.

Table 1: Lower and upper bounds used in calculating the prior distributions of TROUT
model parameters.

Parameter c µ s p∗ q∗ ψ σ

Lower bound 0 xmin 0 0 -5 0 0

Upper bound 2max(|⃗(M)obs|) xmax
10
6 (xmax − xmin) 5 5 π

18 ∞

2.2.2 Prior Distribution205

A prior distribution incorporates all the information that may exist about param-206

eters before any data are collected. Priors impose constraints on the model parameters207

and ameliorate issues of non-uniqueness by focusing on solutions that are in line with208

any of this additional information. We now describe how the prior in TROUT is con-209

structed.210

First, upper and lower bounds are imposed on all parameters, which are listed in
Table 1. Here, re-scaled variables p∗ and q∗ are used, defined as:

q∗ = cot(
π

2
q), p∗ = ln(p). (9)

q is rescaled because SGG distributions with q values of both 1 and -1 have zero skew-211

ness, and the skewness of the distribution tends towards infinity or negative infinity as212

q tends towards zero from either side. For the rescaled variable, q∗ = 0 corresponds to213

an SGG with zero skewness, and |q∗| → ∞ implies that the skewness tends to infin-214

ity, with the direction being determined by the sign of q∗. The log-transformation on p215

is for convenience.216

For the noise parameter σ, an “improper prior” P (σ) ∝ 1/σ is used, which is a217

popular choice and equivalent to a uniform prior over log σ, hence easily enforcing the218

constraint that σ > 0. For the parameter ψ a uniform prior P (ψ) is imposed, which219

means that all values between the lower and upper bounds have equal probability. The220

parameter B̂ is a unit vector and its prior distribution is uniform on the unit sphere. More-221

over, σ, B̂ and ψ are independent of each other and of all other parameters.222
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For the model parameters c, µ, s, p, q we define a more complex prior that promotes223

non-overlapping distributions. The reason is that if two models fit the data equally well,224

it would be expected that the one with the smallest overlap between unblocking tem-225

peratures would be the correct one (in the majority of cases, see also below). A prior that226

yields the least overlapping solution that fits the data well is desired.227

To quantify “overlap” between two distributions, TROUT uses a modified version
of the non-parametric overlap coefficient of Inman and Bradley (1989). For any two dis-
tributions, this coefficient is given by:

η(i, j) =

∫ ∞

−∞
min

[
fi(x), fj(x)

]
dx. (10)

The TROUT modification accounts for the scaling of the distributions:

η(i, j) =
1

min(ci, cj)

∫ ∞

−∞
min

[
cifi(x), cjfj(x)

]
dx. (11)

The coefficient η(i, j) gives a value between 0 (no overlap between fi and fj) and 1 (to-
tal overlap, one distribution entirely contained within the other). Examples of the over-
lap coefficient for pairs of distributions are given in Figure 4. To penalize pairs of dis-
tributions with strongly overlapping unblocking temperatures in the model, the infor-
mative prior distribution P (η) ∼ Beta(1, 10) is used. For specimens with more than
two components, η is computed for every pair of components. Since η is a function of
the parameters c, µ, s, p, q (via f in Equation 3 ), P (η) defines the prior distribution on
c, µ, s, p, q, and it is worth noting that c, µ, s, p, q are not independent of each other, but
they are independent of σ, B̂ and ψ. The prior over all parameters is thus

P (c, B̂, µ, s, p∗, q∗, ψ, σ) = P (σ)P (B̂, ψ)P (c, µ, s, p∗, q∗) (12)

Finally, in some cases, (e.g., when two components that are not TRMs are thermally de-228

magnetized), a model with more overlap may be correct, which is in contradiction to the229

prior. In this case, however, information about the unblocking temperature distributions230

may not be particularly helpful, and other methods such as the plane fitting method of231

McFadden and McElhinny (1988) exist for obtaining directions. For this reason, promot-232

ing little overlap by construction of the prior is justified in the majority of cases consid-233

ered here.234
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Figure 4: Examples of the overlap coefficient (η) for three different pairs of SGG distribu-
tions. In a), there is no overlap between the two distributions, so η = 0. In b) there is a
significant overlap between the two distributions, so η = 0.295. In c) the two distributions
are highly overlapping, so η = 0.689

2.2.3 Estimating the maximum of the posterior distribution235

The posterior distribution is the product of likelihood and prior, specifically,

P (θ|M⃗obs) = P (M⃗obs|θ)P (θ), (13)
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where the likelihood P (M⃗obs|θ) is as in Equation 6 and P (θ) is shorthand notation for236

the prior distribution (recall that θ = (c, B̂, µ, s, p∗, q∗, σ, ψ)). The prior can be broken237

down into separate parts as in Equation 12 where P (B̂, ψ) is a uniform prior, P (σ) is238

the improper prior, and where P (c, µ, s, p∗, q∗) enforces the non-overlap condition via a239

prior in η in Equation 11.240

To obtain unblocking temperature distributions, directions and magnitudes of each241

of the components, the set of model parameters with maximum posterior probability is242

found. First, an informed guess for the maximum posterior solution is computed, assum-243

ing that there is no overlap between the components. Details of how this best guess is244

computed are given in Appendix A. To obtain the set of model parameters that max-245

imizes the posterior, the Broyden-Fletcher-Goldfarb-Shanno (BFGS, Nocedal & Wright,246

2006, pp. 136) method of optimization is used. This algorithm uses the gradient of the247

posterior distribution (computed via finite differencing) to find a local maximum. Be-248

cause the BFGS algorithm is designed to find a local maximum for a posterior distribu-249

tion, and the posterior distribution may have multiple maxima, the BFGS algorithm is250

run multiple times on randomly generated sets of model parameters close to the best guess.251

A similar scheme is used by Zhao et al. (2018) to initialize optimizations for IRM un-252

mixing. The BFGS method is deemed to have found a “maximum” when the gradient253

of the function reaches some minimum threshold, which may not necessarily be zero. To254

improve on the results of the BFGS optimization, the optimization result with the largest255

posterior value is picked from the outcomes of all random initializations. After this, a256

second optimization is run using the gradient free algorithm of Nelder and Mead (1965)257

to get even closer to the (global) maximum of the posterior distribution than the gradient-258

based BFGS method.259

2.3 Rescaling of data260

To be able to more easily fit SGG distributions to IRM data, Egli (2003) scaled co-261

ercivities x by a power β; x′ = xβ . This is done because coercivity distributions may262

often be highly skewed toward values near x = 0, but may not be well approximated263

by a log distribution. Egli performed this scaling such that the IRM as a function of x′264

“has symmetry closest to a hyperbolic tangent distribution”.265

In the TROUT method, a similar scaling of data is employed to fit SGG distribu-
tions better. In contrast to coercivity distributions, unblocking temperatures may be highly
skewed such that most of the unblocking occurs close to the Curie temperature. To ac-
count for the family of possible cases, the thermally unblocked data are scaled by a con-
stant, γ, to produce a scaled version of the demagnetization energy x′(x, γ):

x′ =


xexp(−|γ|) γ < 0

x γ = 0

max[(xmax − x)exp(−|γ|)]− (xmax − x)exp(−|γ|) γ > 0.

(14)

As in Egli, 2003, the value of γ is chosen by minimizing the fit to a hyperbolic tangent
function. For TROUT, this is done by minimizing:

[VDS(x′)− (1− tanh(αx′/x′max − α/2))/2]2, (15)

where VDS(x′) is the vector difference sum (Tauxe & Staudigel, 2004) of all M(x ≥ x′).266

Here, α is a free parameter that controls the width of the hyperbolic tangent function.267

(see Figure 5 for an example). In this case, the SGG distributions are fit to the scaled268

data, to obtain a function F ′(x′). This can then be converted back to F (x) using a change269

of parameters.270
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Figure 5: Examples of rescaling data from x (blue) to x′ (orange) when a) γ < 0 and
b) γ > 0. The rescaling improves the fitting of distributions to the data by increasing
the spacing between points where the magnetization varies strongly and reducing spacing
between points where the magnetization does not vary.

2.4 Interpreting results from the TROUT model271

From the TROUT model defined here, two pieces of information are desired. Firstly,272

an estimate of the temperature a specimen was reheated to or the temperature the spec-273

imen reached as the field changed. Secondly, the range of temperatures where only one274

component is unblocking, e.g. for use in a paleointensity experiments where it is impor-275

tant to retrieve a single field strength. To assess which components are unblocking at276

a given temperature, we define a parameter π for each component. For the kth compo-277

nent, πk is the ratio of the unblocking temperature distribution to the sum of all the un-278

blocking temperature distributions, or: πk(x) = ckfk(x)∑K
k=1 ckfk(x)

. Thus for the kth com-279

ponent, πk ≈ 1 when that component is unblocking. If πk ≈ 0 then a different com-280

ponent is unblocking. If more than one component is unblocking at the same time, then281

0 < πk < 1.282

For any two components, there is a “Crossover Temperature” (CT) at which πi =283

πj , which represents the temperature to which a specimen was reheated (if the block-284

ing and unblocking temperatures are equal). In addition to CT, there is a “mixed re-285

gion” (MR), which is defined as the area where max[πi, πj ] < 0.95 and fi, fj > 0.286

Outside the mixed regions, a single component is unblocking. If there is no overlap be-287

tween two components, then the crossover temperature is defined slightly differently. First,288

temperature ranges are found where fi, fj > 0 and max[πi, πj ] > 0.5. The MR is then289

defined as being the range of temperatures between those two points and the CT as be-290

ing the center point of this range. Conversely, some distributions may have two crossover291

temperatures as they intersect twice. If a single crossover temperature is required, the292

one with the highest fi = fj is selected. Examples of the crossover temperature and293

mixed region in different cases are shown in Figure 6.294

3 Applications295

We now illustrate TROUT by applying it to three data sets and discuss the TROUT296

procedure and results in detail. The first data set is from a set of specimens from the297

Pito Deep in the Pacific Ocean, which were remagnetized in the laboratory by Maher298

et al. (2021). The second data set is from specimens exhibiting ‘fragile curvature’ described299

by Tauxe et al. (2021). And the third data set is from Mid-Ocean Ridge Basalt (MORB)300

specimens initially described by Kent and Gee (1994).301
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Figure 6: Illustration of the “crossover temperature” (vertical line) and “mixed region”
(MR, purple shaded region) for three pairs of unblocking temperature distributions. a)
Shows the simplest case, in which the two distributions overlap. b) Shows another com-
mon case, in which the two distributions do not overlap, and the MR is interpreted as
being in between the two distributions, and the crossover temperature is in the center
of the MR. c) Shows a rare case, in which both distributions overlap in such a way that
there are two crossover temperatures. The crossover temperature at which the unblocking
temperature distributions are largest is preferred in this case.

3.1 Pito Deep Specimens302

Maher et al. (2021) documented numerous examples of samples with multicompo-303

nent remanences from tectonic exposures of the lower oceanic crust at Pito Deep (∼23◦S,304

112◦W). These multicomponent remanences provide information about the thermal his-305

tory of the lower crust, as they imply that the rocks cooled over a long time during which306

the Earth’s magnetic field reversed. Because the ages of these polarity reversals are known,307

the authors were able to qualitatively determine that the crust cooled more slowly than308

previously predicted from solely conductive cooling models. The temperatures of the re-309

manence “components” are representative of a particular time interval, and so were used310

as an estimate of cooling rate for this lower crustal section in the doctoral dissertation311

of S. Maher (Maher, 2021). Our analysis above using the TROUT method corroborates312

the significance of these temperature estimates and additionally provides uncertainty es-313

timates.314

To explore the meaning of remagnetization temperatures, specimens from the study315

of Maher et al. (2021) were given two or three approximately orthogonal TRMs at tem-316

peratures close to the apparent reversal temperatures in the original thermal demagne-317

tization experiments. If these temperatures are reproducible when thermally demagne-318

tizing the newly acquired pTRMs, then this is evidence that the original NRM compo-319

nents unblock over independent temperature ranges and so can be used to obtain a quan-320

titative cooling rate estimate. Here, we apply the TROUT method to obtain the unblock-321

ing temperature distributions, and the different CTs and MRs. Note that orthogonal mag-322

netizations of the TRMs were not always possible, due to the specimens not being per-323

fect cubes.324

The TROUT model was fit to the 72 specimens given pTRMs by Maher et al. (2021).325

Some examples of fitted models are given in Figure 7 and the full set of crossover tem-326

peratures and mixed regions is shown in Figure 8. To first order, the crossover temper-327

atures are good estimates of the original temperatures at which the pTRMs were imparted,328

with almost all CTs being within ±1 temperature step of the expected value and no CT329

being more than two steps from the expected value. The vast majority of MR ranges have330

a full width that spans two or fewer temperature steps, but several are wider.331
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Figure 7: Results from the Pito Deep data set from specimens (top row) PD036a1, (sec-
ond row) PD135a2, (third row) PD014d2 and (bottom row) PD142a2. Left column: Zi-
jderveld plots of the data, with the model fit to the data superimposed. Colors represent
the π ratio (see Section 2.4) indicating the dominant component, with red indicating the
highest temperature TRM, blue indicating the moderate temperature TRM and green in-
dicating the low temperature TRM. Center column: unblocking temperature distributions
of each component. Right hand column: Equal area plots of the demagnetization data
and the directions of each component. Specimen PD036a1 contains three easily resolv-
able components, which appear as straight lines with sharp corners on the Zijderveld plot
(a) which correspond to three unblocking temperature distributions with little overlap in
b). Specimens PD135a2 and PD014d2 have two or three component magnetizations with
curved directions between the high and moderate (red and blue respectively) component
on the Zijderveld plots (d,g), these cause overlapping unblocking temperature distribu-
tions (e,h). Specimen PD142a2 appears to have overlapping unblocking temperatures (k),
despite having no curved directions on the Zijderveld plot (j). This is likely because the
ratio between the two components remains fairly stable over most of the range of the low
temperature component.
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In some cases, this is due to curvature observed in the directions, where there may be333

overlap in the unblocking temperature distributions of the two components (see Figure 7c-334

f). In a few cases, there appears to be overlap in the unblocking temperature distribu-335

tion in regions where the directions are a straight line. This seems to occur in situations336

where the ratio of two unblocking temperature distributions is constant over a wide range,337

leading to an overestimate of the overlap (see e.g. Figure 7g,h). Although uncommon,338

there are a few of these cases in the Pito Deep dataset, and so the MR should be taken339

as an upper bound on the range of overlapping unblocking temperatures. The highly re-340

producible crossover temperatures and generally narrow MRs estimated for the Pito Deep341

data indicate that the majority of these specimens would be appropriate for use in es-342

timating a cooling rate. Histograms of the CTs relative to the actual remagnetization343

temperatures, and the MR ranges are shown in Figure 9.344
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Figure 9: Plot showing histograms of a) distance of CTs from the known pTRM ac-
quisition temperature for each specimen, measured in temperature steps, b) number of
temperature steps that the MR spans for each specimen. Blue and green represent the
peak temperatures of the second and third pTRM respectively. The CT is generally less
than ±1 step from the expected temperature for both components. The MR is also gen-
erally narrow (≤ 2 steps) with some exceptions. The higher temperature pTRM has a
slightly wider average MR, likely due to the 5 ◦C temperature steps in this range.

3.2 Fragile Curvature Specimens345

Santos and Tauxe (2019) characterized a set of paleomagnetic specimens which ex-346

hibited a range of behaviors in paleointensity experiments. In some specimens, the Arai347

plots (Nagata et al., 1963) in the original experiments were quite curved, but became348

straight when given a fresh TRM and subjected again to the paleointensity experiment.349

Then, Tauxe et al. (2021) showed that these specimens became more curved when a lab-350

oratory TRM was allowed to ‘age’ over a period of several years. This behavior was called351

‘fragile’ curvature. We applied two component TRMs to specimens from the same sam-352

ples, expecting that some of the specimens which produced non-ideal behavior in the pa-353

leointensity experiments would also have curved Zijderveld plots. A single TRM was ap-354

plied at 600◦C in one of seven directions in the laboratory x, y plane, spaced every 45◦,355

excluding the +x direction. A second pTRM was then applied at 500◦C in the remain-356

ing +x direction, allowing us to test effects of the angle between the two fields.357

After giving specimens from Tauxe et al. (2021) two component TRMs, TROUT358

was used to find directions, CTs and MRs. Example results from the TROUT model are359

shown in Figure 10. The mean direction obtained for each pTRM orientation is plotted360

on an equal area projection in Figure 11a, with the high temperature directions shown361

in red and the low temperature direction shown in blue. The mean directions have α95s362
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Figure 10: Examples of results from the Fragile curvature dataset from specimens (top
row) mc117d, (middle row) jm009f and (bottom row) mc117e. A description of this layout
is given in Figure 7. Note that specimen mc117e shows a strong overlap in the unblocking
temperatures, which is due to the anti-parallel directions of the two components, which
makes estimating the degree of overlap infeasible. However, the crossover temperature of
this specimen is still close to 500◦C.

within uncertainty of the expected direction, except for the direction with a declination363

of 45◦. After the initial heating, the direction of the high temperature TRM was mea-364

sured for each specimen. The mean measured direction of the high temperature TRMs365

is within uncertainty of the mean direction from TROUT for the group of 45◦ declina-366

tion specimens, and so it is likely that the few degrees deviation of the TRMs from the367

expected direction is due to small misorientations of the specimens during pTRM acqui-368

sition.369

Estimated CTs and MRs are shown in Figure 11b. It is noticeable that the aver-370

age crossover temperature is significantly higher than the expected value of 500◦C by371

about 5-10◦C. The likely reason for this is that the specimens were given pTRMs in a372

sample holder constructed from a thick titanium bar which allowed them to remain up-373
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Figure 11: a) Equal area plot of mean directions obtained by TROUT for the remagne-
tized specimens from Tauxe et al. (2021). Blue: Low Temperature component (n = 24)
and Red: High temperature directions (n = 3 or 4). Means overlap with the expected
mean for each direction, except for the direction with a declination of 45◦. b) Estimates of
the remagnetization temperatures for the fragile curvature specimens. Blue dots are the
crossover temperatures from TROUT and blue error bars are the MRs. Faint horizontal
lines are the temperature steps for the thermal demagnetization experiment. specimens
mc117e, mc167d, mc109e, jm009d and sc02e were magnetized in anti-parallel fields to the
magnetization direction, leading to wide MRs. In general the MRs span several tempera-
ture steps, wider than the results from the Pito Deep data set (see Figure 8).

right in the paleomagnetic oven, but were demagnetized in a different sample holder in374

which the specimens are kept horizontally. Although the thermal gradient in the Scripps375

paleomagnetic oven is small, the different thermal masses of these two sample holders376

could explain the 5-10◦C overestimate of the remagnetization temperatures observed in377

these specimens. No comparable temperature offset was observed for the Pito Deep sam-378

ples, which were given pTRMs using a different (lower mass) sample holder.379

The MRs for the specimens of Tauxe et al. (2021) are often considerably wider than380

those for the Pito Deep specimens, even for some of the specimens which do not exhibit381

curvature in their original Arai plots (“hw” and “mc” specimens). Where the two TRM382

directions are anti-parallel, the method generally struggles to find reasonable unblock-383

ing temperature distributions, with a wide MR often found to be favorable. However,384

the crossover temperature for these specimens is similar to other specimens. This makes385

sense, as the magnetization is effectively confined to a single dimension, overlapping un-386

blocking temperatures will affect the magnitude but not the direction of measurements,387

making the unblocking temperature distributions harder to estimate. An example of this388

is shown with specimen mc117e in the bottom row of Figure 10. Similarly to some of the389

results for the Pito Deep specimens, this demonstrates that the MR may be taken as an390

upper bound on the range over which unblocking temperatures overlap, as it tends to391

be overestimated for two anti-parallel magnetizations.392

3.3 MORB Reheating Experiment393

Kent and Gee (1994) noted unusual behavior in a set of samples from the East Pa-394

cific Rise whereby the unblocking temperatures extended well beyond what was expected395

for the observed titanomagnetite Curie temperature. At the time of the study, the pre-396

dominant hypothesis was that these high unblocking temperatures were carried by a new397
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Figure 12: a) Zijderveld diagram of thermal demagnetization data of NRM plus pTRM
imparted at 200◦C from Figure 3 of Kent and Gee (1994). Superimposed on the original
data (shown as black circles (X,Y) and open squares (X,Z) are TROUT model fits. b) Un-
blocking temperature distributions from the components shown in a). Inset) Equal Area
plot of the directions from a) and the TROUT fit directions.

phase formed by thermochemical alteration during heating. In order to test this, Kent398

and Gee (1994) gave a Mid Ocean Ridge Basalt (MORB) specimen a pTRM at 200◦C,399

the Curie temperature of TM60. Thermal demagnetization revealed a two component400

magnetization, with the high temperature component in the direction of the original NRM,401

indicating that the high unblocking temperature component could not have been newly402

formed during thermal demagnetization. The Kent and Gee (1994) result is shown in403

Figure 12. We tested TROUT on the data shown in Figure 12a as this dataset presents404

an excellent opportunity to explore the value of estimating CTs and MRs in a quanti-405

tative and reproducible manner. The TROUT results are plotted on top of the original406

data in Figure 12a. And the unblocking temperature distributions are shown in Figure 12b.407

The TROUT estimates are consistent with the original study.408

A set of hitherto unpublished data was produced as part of the Kent and Gee (1994)409

investigation in which the authors imparted pTRMs in several specimens at tempera-410

tures at 50◦C steps ranging from 100 to 300◦C and thermally demagnetized them as in411

Figure 12a. We applied TROUT to that data set, estimating the CTs and MRs. The TROUT412

results are shown in Figure 13. The crossover temperatures are all within one step of the413

temperatures at which the pTRMs were imparted, and the MRs are all within ± 1-2 tem-414

perature steps. There is no evidence for any part of the pTRM component persisting to415

high unblocking temperatures, but the width of the MRs increases with the tempera-416

ture of the pTRM. This could be caused by small amounts of thermochemical alteration,417

as the amount of material produced could increase with increased temperatures. This418

effect could also be caused by an inequality of blocking temperatures (the temperature419

at which the pTRM was acquired) and unblocking temperatures (the temperature at which420

the pTRM is demagnetized). Under this interpretation, the width of the MRs would be421

related to grain size. Blocking temperatures of 150◦C and under have ‘tight’ MRs, ex-422

pected for single domain grains with blocking temperatures equal to the unblocking tem-423

perature. Blocking temperatures from 200◦C and above have wider MRs, which are skewed424

to higher temperatures, consistent with unblocking temperatures in excess of the block-425

ing temperature, a hallmark of so-called ‘high temperature’ pTRM tails (Dunlop & Özdemir,426

2000).427
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Figure 13: Estimates of the remagnetization temperatures from the MORB reheating
experiment, unpublished data of Kent and Gee (1994). Blue line: pTRM remagnetization
temperatures used in the MORB reheating experiment. Blue dots: crossover tempera-
tures obtained from TROUT. Blue errorbars: mixed regions obtained from the TROUT
method. Thin horizontal lines: Temperature steps used in the thermal demagnetization
experiment. The crossover temperatures are all within one step, and the MRs all span 1
or 2 steps. Interestingly, the MRs widen as the pTRM temperature increases, which may
be a results of high temperature pTRM tails.

4 Discussion428

We have presented a method which provides a full mathematical description for429

a thermal or alternating field demagnetization experiment, with the ability for the un-430

blocking temperature or coercivity spectra of components to overlap. This method can431

be used to obtain the direction and magnitude of each directional “component” of the432

magnetization, as well as information about the temperatures over which each compo-433

nent demagnetizes. In laboratory experiments, the TROUT method can reproduce the434

temperature at which a pTRM was acquired to high accuracy (usually ±1 temperature435

step), even when that pTRM demagnetizes over a range of temperatures leading to a curved436

Zijderveld plot.437

In addition to accounting for overlapping unblocking temperature ranges, the TROUT438

method considers both instrument noise and misorientation errors, which offers a more439

robust error model than principal component analysis. It can also be used to estimate440

the range of temperatures over which more than one magnetic component demagnetizes441

simultaneously, which we call the “mixed region” or MR, obtained from the overlap be-442

tween the unblocking temperature distributions of each component. In general, the MR443

obtained from the TROUT method is controlled by the curvature of measurements on444

the Zijderveld plot.445
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There are some cases in which TROUT should not be applied. Because the model446

is non-unique, it sometimes returns MRs that operate over a broader range of temper-447

atures than expected. To reduce the non-uniqueness, we utilize a prior that penalizes448

unblocking temperature distributions which overlap strongly. In some cases, TROUT still449

produces counter-intuitive MRs, particularly when two components are parallel to or an-450

tiparallel to one another (see e.g., Figure 10, bottom row) or where the two unblocking451

temperature distributions may completely overlap and of very different magnitudes (e.g.452

an IRM from a lightning strike and a TRM), where the method of intersection of planes453

(McFadden & McElhinny, 1988) may be more applicable. In scenarios where a compo-454

nent is not acquired thermally, there is generally little information to be gained from the455

unblocking temperature distributions. In these cases TROUT still picks accurate crossover456

temperatures, but will have large uncertainties in the blocking temperature distributions457

and magnitudes for each component.458

In this paper, a “best” set of TROUT model parameters were estimated, where the459

posterior distribution is at a maximum. Uncertainties in these parameters can be deter-460

mined by directly sampling from the posterior distribution, using a Markov Chain Monte461

Carlo (MCMC) method. However, results from the TROUT model have multiple pos-462

terior modes, a behavior which requires a prohibitively large number of samples for an463

MCMC method to accurately represent the posterior distribution. Despite this setback,464

MCMC sampling can be performed to form an estimate of the number of posterior modes465

(and therefore reasonable solutions) to the TROUT model. Examples of samples drawn466

from the posterior distribution using the ensemble MCMC method of Goodman and Weare467

(2010) for specimens presented earlier in this study are shown in Figure 14. For each of468

these plots, an ensemble of 64 markov chains each with 10000 samples was used to sam-469

ple from the posterior, with the first 5000 samples from each chain discarded as “burn470

in”. It is apparent that for specimens where the TROUT method yields counterintuitive471

results (e.g. for specimen mc117e-szb with two antiparallel components in Figure 14c-472

d), that there are multiple possible solutions. TROUT simply picked the solution which473

had a maximum posterior mode. For specimen PD014d2 in Figure 14e-f, there is also474

a weaker alternative mode with less strongly overlapping blocking temperatures. Alter-475

native posterior modes can also be assessed more rapidly by looking at the range of so-476

lutions obtained by initializing the BFGS optimizer from different starting points, in-477

stead of just the best solution obtained by TROUT.478

The source of overlapping unblocking temperatures in paleomagnetic specimens is479

likely related to the presence of magnetic grains which have different blocking and un-480

blocking temperatures, described in Dunlop and Özdemir (2001), and which cause “frag-481

ile curvature” behavior in paleointensity experiments, as described by Tauxe et al. (2021).482

Micromagnetic modelling has demonstrated that certain sizes of magnetite have multi-483

ple minimum energy states which lead to unstable behavior (Nagy et al., 2017). This mech-484

anism is consistent with the results described in Section 3.3. It could therefore be pos-485

sible to use this framework to estimate the similarity between the blocking and unblock-486

ing temperatures in a paleointensity experiment. However, this is beyond the scope of487

this paper.488

5 Conclusions489

We present a mathematical model, called TROUT, which fully describes a ther-490

mal demagnetization experiment for specimens with multi-component magnetization.491

This model can be inverted to give us directional and thermal information about a pa-492

leomagnetic experiment. A particular advantage of the TROUT method is that it can493

obtain an estimate of the range of temperatures over which a remanence component de-494

magnetizes. TROUT allows for the unblocking temperature ranges of multiple compo-495

nents to overlap, a behavior that has long been observed in real paleomagnetic data (e.g.496

Hoffman & Day, 1978). The ability for TROUT to obtain blocking temperature ranges497
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Figure 14: Samples from the TROUT posterior distribution using the Markov Chain
Monte Carlo method of Goodman and Weare (2010), Zijderveld plots (left column), un-
blocking temperature distributions (right column) and Equal Area projections (insets)
are displayed. a) and b) Samples from the posterior distribution for specimen mc117d-
szb. There is little uncertainty in the unblocking temperature distribution, directions or
magnitudes for this specimen. c) and d) Results for specimen mc117e-szb. The two an-
tiparallel components in this specimen lead to uncertainties in the blocking temperature
distributions and relative magnitudes (c) of the two components. However, the crossover
temperature and directions of the two components have relatively low uncertainty. e) and
f) Results for specimen PD014d2- there is some uncertainty in the unblocking tempera-
ture distribution of the weaker, low temperature component for this specimen, with the
unblocking temperature distribution in f) showing a possible solution with less unblocking
temperature overlap. Note that these samples are unlikely to sample the relative sizes of
the different posterior modes equally, and so should only be used as a qualitative estimate
of uncertainty.

is useful for a number of applications. Paleomagnetists wish to isolate a range of tem-498

peratures over which a single component is demagnetizing for analyzing paleodirection499

and paleointensity experiments, which TROUT enables. Additionally, TROUT can be500
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used to find the emplacement temperature of tuffs or pyroclastic flows, as well as the tem-501

perature to which a specimen was reheated, e.g. in a host rock remagnetized by an in-502

truding dike, or an archaeological specimen where the temperature of heating is of in-503

terest. One of the advantages of TROUT is that it can be used to perform these anal-504

yses when Zijderveld plots are curved and without easily resolvable components.505

We analysed three data sets containing specimens that were partially remagnetized506

in laboratory fields at known temperatures using TROUT. TROUT estimated the tem-507

perature at which the laboratory pTRM was acquired to within ±1 temperature step,508

even for specimens where there was overlap in the unblocking temperature distributions509

of two components. TROUT’s ability to model the unblocking temperature distributions510

of different components may be a useful proxy of domain state in some specimens, al-511

though care should be taken when doing this, as overlapping unblocking temperatures512

can be caused by effects not related to domain state, and the unblocking temperature513

distributions obtained by TROUT may be non-unique.514

Appendix A Initialization of the optimization algorithm515

In Section 2.2.3 we discussed the method used for finding the maximum of the pos-516

terior distribution. Any optimization requires initialization of the search algorithms and517

it was mentioned in Section 2.2.3 that an “informed guess” is computed for the set of518

parameters that best fit the model. Here, we describe the procedure of making an in-519

formed guess. First, the more traditional technique of obtaining directions from a ther-520

mal demagnetization experiment, using principal component analysis (PCA), is used.521

For a specimen with K components, the data is split into K pieces, where the minimum522

temperature of piece k + 1 and the maximum temperature of piece k are shared. For523

each set of K pieces, the line defined by the principal component of each piece is com-524

puted. The closest point of intersection between these lines is found, and for each inter-525

section, the lower temperature line is translated such that the two lines intersect.The end526

point of the lowest temperature line is set to the NRM of the specimen, and the end point527

of the highest temperature line is set to the magnetization of the final demagnetization528

step. This enables the demagnetization experiment to be described by a set of lines with529

connected endpoints, which is what would be expected in a Zijderveld plot with no un-530

blocking temperature overlap.531

For each of the K lines obtained from the data-splitting approach, the sum of squared532

distances of the measurements from the PCA lines is taken. The procedure is repeated533

for all possible sets of K temperature ranges, and the set of lines that minimizes the sum534

of squared distances is chosen. The direction of these lines is taken as an estimate of B̂535

and their lengths as an estimate of c. The lines chosen should fit the data reasonably well536

and will approximate the maximum posterior B̂ and c for a specimen with no overlap537

between the components.538

To obtain estimates of µ, s, p and q, the vector difference sum of the data in each539

partition is taken, divided by c and the µ, s, p∗ and q∗ that minimizes the squared dif-540

ference between the vector difference sum and F (x, µ, s, p, q) is found using a single run541

of the BFGS method. By treating each component as its own demagnetization exper-542

iment, it is possible to obtain a good estimate of the µ, s, p and q that would yield a max-543

imum a posteriori estimate if there were no overlap between components.544

For σ, and ψ, values of 0.1|M⃗ |max and π/36 are used as the “best guess”. These545

parameters are intentionally set to larger values than would be expected, as initializing546

with a small noise tolerance may cause BFGS optimizations initialized around the guess547

to get trapped in local minima more frequently. Although this method of generating a548

best guess is complex, initializing the BFGS optimizer at a guess close to the one which549
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maximizes the posterior greatly increases the success rate of the optimization. This is550

because over a lot of the prior space, the posterior probability is effectively zero.551
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Key Points:8

• Multi-component thermal demagnetization experiments can exhibit curved demag-9

netization data, causing ambiguity in estimating the temperature the specimen10

was reheated to.11

• TROUT is a method for resolving the unblocking temperature distributions, di-12

rections and relative magnitudes of different components present in demagneti-13

zation data.14

• TROUT accurately estimates the temperature specimens were reheated to in lab-15

oratory experiments, even for those with curved demagnetization data.16
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Abstract17

Some rocks contain multiple remanence “components”, each of which preserves a record18

of a different magnetic field. The temperature ranges over which these remanence com-19

ponents demagnetize can overlap, making it difficult to determine their directions. We20

present a data analysis tool called Thermal Resolution Of Unblocking Temperatures (TROUT)21

that treats the process of thermal demagnetization as a function of temperature (or al-22

ternating field demagnetization as a function of coercivity). TROUT models the unblock-23

ing temperature distributions of components in a demagnetization experiment, allow-24

ing these distributions to overlap. TROUT can be used to find the temperatures over25

which paleomagnetic directions change and when two directional components overlap re-26

sulting in curved demagnetization trajectories. When applied to specimens given multi-27

component Thermoremanent Magnetizations (TRMs) in the laboratory, the TROUT method28

estimates the temperature at which the partial TRMs were acquired to within one tem-29

perature step, even for specimens with significant overlap. TROUT has numerous ap-30

plications: knowing the temperature at which the direction changes is useful for exper-31

iments in which the thermal history of a specimen is of interest (e.g. emplacement tem-32

perature of pyroclastic deposits, re-heating of archaeological artifacts, reconstruction of33

cooling rates of igneous bodies). The ability to determine whether a single component34

or multiple components are demagnetizing at a given temperature is useful for choos-35

ing appropriate ranges of temperatures to use in paleointensity experiments. Finally, the36

width of the range of temperature overlap may be useful for inferring the domain state37

of magnetic mineral assemblages.38

Plain Language Summary39

Rocks can contain records of multiple magnetization events or “components”. Pa-40

leomagnetists attempt to separate these components by heating their specimens to pro-41

gressively higher temperatures, and cooling in the absence of a magnetic field to remove42

part of the magnetization. Paleomagnetists are often interested in the temperature range43

over which one of the magnetization components is demagnetized, as this provides in-44

formation about the thermal history of the specimen (e.g. the temperature it was reheated45

to in the past). Unfortunately, two components can demagnetize with overlapping tem-46

perature ranges, leading to ambiguity in the temperatures of interest. In this paper we47

present a data analysis tool called Thermal Resolution of Unblocking Temperatures (TROUT)48

which can account for this overlap and find the temperatures that paleomagnetists are49

interested in. We tested TROUT on data sets where the temperatures the specimens were50

reheated to is known, and it accurately estimated those temperatures. These test cases51

indicate that TROUT will be useful for many different applications where paleomagnetists52

want to know about the thermal history of a specimen.53

1 Introduction54

Paleomagnetists use the magnetizations of rocks to make inferences about the Earth’s55

ancient magnetic field (Butler, 1992). A rock that cools in a magnetic field obtains a mag-56

netization in the same direction as that field. In theory, a paleomagnetist could take an57

oriented paleomagnetic specimen and measure its magnetization to obtain the direction58

of the ancient magnetic field. Unfortunately, many rocks have experienced multiple mag-59

netization events in different field directions, causing them to have a total magnetiza-60

tion which is the sum of multiple magnetic “components” acquired in these different fields.61

To separate out the individual components, paleomagnetists demagnetize specimens in62

a stepwise fashion by heating them at progressively higher temperatures and cooling them63

in the absence of a magnetic field to demagnetize them (Worm et al., 1988). Strong al-64

ternating magnetic fields may also be used to demagnetize a specimen. Experiments like65
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these that involve some form of stepwise demagnetization are ubiquitous in paleomag-66

netic studies.67

Data from a thermal or alternating field (AF) demagnetization experiments are typ-68

ically plotted on the Zijderveld diagram (Zijderveld, 1967), whereby the X coordinate69

of the direction is plotted against the Y and Z coordinates (Figure 1) allowing visual-70

ization of inherently three dimensional behavior on a two-dimensional plot (X,Y and Z71

are equivalent to North, East and Down in oriented specimens). Data with a single mag-72

netic component will plot as a pair of straight lines trending toward the origin. For a two-73

component magnetization, as the specimen is demagnetized the data will plot as straight74

lines which do not trend toward the origin at low temperatures (fields). At higher tem-75

peratures (fields), the direction of the lines will change, with a trend toward the origin.76

The directions of these lines are parallel to the direction of the two fields in which the77

specimen was magnetized. An example of this two component behavior for a simulated78

thermal demagnetization expriment is shown in Figure 1a. In some cases, instead of dis-79

tinct lines with sharp boundaries (as in Figure 1a), the change in direction appears to80

happen over several temperature steps, leading to a “curved” appearance in the Zijderveld81

plot (Figure 1b). This behavior makes multi-component magnetizations more difficult82

to interpret, as the demagnetization experiment has failed to completely separate the83

two components.84
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Figure 1: Examples of Zijderveld plots. Solid (open) symbols: x versus y (z). a) A spec-
imen with two relatively straight, resolvable magnetization components in perpendicular
directions. b) Another specimen, magnetized in the same way as in a), but displaying two
components with overlapping unblocking temperatures. The resulting Zijderveld plot has
a “curved” appearance.

Demagnetization experiments are able to separate multiple magnetic components85

because rocks are composed of many nano- to micrometer scale magnetic particles. Louis86

Néel proposed a theory (Néel, 1949) that these magnetic particles can be magnetized in87

one of two directions, and some amount of energy is required to ‘flip’ their magnetic mo-88

ment from one ‘easy’ direction to the other. While this is not generally true (e.g., Nagy89

et al., 2022), the concept of thermal energy and remagnetization holds true. Partial de-90

magnetization of a specimen is achieved by randomizing the moments of particles with91

energy barriers that can be overcome by the thermal or AF treatment step. In a ther-92

mal demagnetization experiment, this occurs at a particular temperature, known as the93

“unblocking temperature” (Tub). In AF demagnetization, the field provides the energy94

to flip the moment of the particle. Néel theory suggests that a magnetic component ac-95

quired by heating to a particular temperature, the blocking temperature (Tb), and cool-96
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ing in a field would be removed by thermally demagnetizing that specimen to the same97

temperature Tb = Tub. However, Néel theory applies only to uniformly magnetized or98

“single domain” magnetic particles. Micromagnetic modeling has shown that only small99

particles are magnetized in this way. Larger particles have more complex magnetizations100

such as ‘flower’, ‘vortex’ or multi-domain states (Williams & Dunlop, 1989), which may101

have differences between the temperature at which particles block and unblock (Dunlop102

& Özdemir, 2001). This can lead to an “overlap” of the unblocking temperatures between103

components blocked at different temperatures resulting in the curvature observed on the104

Zijderveld plot in Figure 1b. Overlapping of the unblocking temperatures may also oc-105

cur if two components are not magnetized in the same way, e.g. a specimen containing106

both a thermally acquired and a chemically acquired remanence. Additionally, specimens107

which moved during cooling, or which cooled slowly as the direction of the Earth’s mag-108

netic field changed, may have curved Zijderveld plots due to the rotation of the speci-109

men relative to the field.110

Previous studies have dealt with isolating individual directions from multi-component111

magnetizations with overlapping unblocking temperatures. Hoffman and Day (1978) cre-112

ated a generalized method for separating overlapping multi-component directions by fit-113

ting great circle paths to the vector differences of demagnetization data. Kirschvink (1980)114

created a method for obtaining best fitting lines or planes to paleomagnetic data using115

principal component analysis, and McFadden and McElhinny (1988) extended this method-116

ology to find a common paleomagnetic direction using the intersection of lines and planes117

from different paleomagnetic specimens. None of these methods quantitatively provide118

information about the unblocking temperature ranges over which different components119

demagnetize when the unblocking temperatures overlap. However, this information is120

important in several applications, for example, when performing paleodirectional/intensity121

analysis. In such a case, paleomagnetists attempt to choose a range of temperatures on122

the Zijderveld plot over which a single remanence component unblocks. The blocking123

temperature distribution of each component is also useful for determining the temper-124

ature at which a pyroclastic flow came to rest (also known as the emplacement temper-125

ature), or to find the temperature to which a host rock was reheated by an intruding ig-126

neous dike (a form of “baked contact test”, as per Everitt & Clegg, 1962).127

In this paper, we present a method for treating demagnetization data which can128

obtain the direction, relative magnitude, and unblocking temperature (or coercivity) dis-129

tribution for each component in a demagnetization experiment. If the unblocking tem-130

perature (coercivity) distributions are separate, then the components will be easily re-131

solvable (Figure 2a, c). If the distributions overlap with one another, then the compo-132

nents will be hard to resolve (Figure 2b,d). We call our approach “Thermal Resolution133

of Unblocking Temperatures” (TROUT). The construction of this model is explained in134

Section 2 and we explain how to fit the model to real demagnetization data in Section 2.2.135

One advantage that TROUT has over traditional methods of analyzing demagne-136

tization data is the ability to obtain information about the range of unblocking temper-137

atures for a particular component. For example, TROUT can obtain an estimate of the138

temperature to which a specimen was remagnetized, as well as the range of temperatures139

over which two components overlap (see Section 2.4). In Section 3 the TROUT method140

is applied to several data sets that make use of this thermal information. In Section 3.1141

we extend the work of Maher et al. (2021) to test whether their specimens have repro-142

ducible unblocking temperatures that could be used to estimate a quantitative cooling143

rate for fast spreading lower oceanic crust. In Section 3.2, we remagnetized specimens144

from Tauxe et al. (2021) to test TROUT’s ability to obtain the remagnetization tem-145

peratures and directions for a set of specimens which may have different blocking and146

unblocking temperature distributions. In Section 3.3, we replicate the experimental re-147

sults of Kent and Gee (1994) in which specimens were given a secondary magnetization148

at low temperatures to test whether high blocking temperatures observed in previous149

–4–



manuscript submitted to Geochemistry, Geophysics, Geosystems

thermal demagnetization experiments were a result of specimens undergoing chemical150

alteration during heating. We discuss our findings in Section 4.151

2 Methodology152

2.1 Modeling magnetization as a function of demagnetizing energy153

The goal of this work is to model thermal demagnetization in a specimen with mul-
tiple components. We start with the simpler, uni-vectorial case. A specimen with a sin-
gle magnetic component will have a magnetization which reduces in magnitude but main-
tains a constant direction as it is demagnetized. Here, the energy used to demagnetize
the specimen is called x and it is possible to obtain an expression for the magnetization
remaining as a function of x, M⃗(x). The field direction is represented by the symbol B̂
(a unit vector) and the original magnitude of the magnetization before demagnetizing
is represented by c. An expression is required for the amount of the magnetization that
survives after demagnetizing to x. The resulting “demagnetization function” F (x) should
vary between 1 at x = 0 and 0 at some maximum value for x. The full equation of the
magnetization is the product of these three terms:

M⃗(x) = cB̂F (x). (1)

In the more complicated multi-component case, a specimen may record multiple (re)magnetization
events, and so may have multiple (K) components. In this case, the magnetization is the
sum of the magnetizations of the components, i.e.

M⃗(x) =

K∑
k=1

ckB̂kFk(x). (2)

There is no requirement that any two demagnetization functions Fi and Fj operate over154

independent temperature ranges, and so this model can be used to simulate specimens155

with overlapping unblocking temperatures, provided there is some expression for F .156

The way to represent the problem of mixed TRM components is very similar to the157

problem of unmixing Isothermal Remanent Magnetization (IRM) components (e.g., Egli,158

2003). These experiments use an alternating field to demagnetize a magnetization ac-159

quired in a strong magnetic field at room temperature. The magnitude of the magne-160

tization at each demagnetization step is used to infer several “components” which have161

different coercivity distributions. In the IRM unmixing literature, a “component” usu-162

ally refers to a subpopulation of magnetic particles interpreted as representing a partic-163

ular magnetic mineral, whereas in TRM unmixing, a component refers to a set of par-164

ticles magnetized in a particular magnetic field direction. Both types of components re-165

quire a flexible function to model the wide range of demagnetization curves observed in166

natural samples.167

For the purposes of IRM unmixing, Egli (2003) created a four parameter Skew Gen-
eralized Gaussian (SGG) Distribution given by:

f(x, µ, s, p, q) =
1

21+1/psΓ(1 + 1/p)

|qeqz + q−1ez/q|
eqz + ez/q

exp

[
− 1

2

∣∣∣∣ ln(eqz + ez/q

2

)∣∣∣∣p], (3)

where z = x−µ
s and Γ is the gamma function; the scalar parameters µ, s, p, q determine168

the “shape” of the distribution. To first order, µ controls the location of the distribu-169

tion, s controls the scale, p controls the kurtosis and q controls the skewness, although170

interactions between these parameters mean that they do not independently affect these171

properties of the distribution. SGG distributions are able to approximate a wide range172

of other distributions by selecting µ, s, p, q appropriately. For this reason, SGGs are use-173

ful for our purposes. In the work of Egli (2003), the SGG distribution is scaled and fit174
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to the negative derivative of the magnitude of the demagnetization data with respect to175

x. In the case of IRMs, this quantity represents the coercivity distribution, and in the176

TRM case, the unblocking temperature distribution of the magnetization. The demag-177

netization function is therefore given by:178

0.0 0.5 1.0
x (arbitrary units)

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8y/
z (

ar
bi

tra
ry

 u
ni

ts
)

300

570

480

505

450

495

515

460

c2

c1

a)

0.0 0.5 1.0
x (arbitrary units)

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

520

200
470

485

570

460

500

425

c2

c1

b)

0 200 400 600
Unblocking Temperature °C

0.000

0.005

0.010

0.015

0.020

f(T
) (

sc
al

ed
)

f1(T) f2(T)

c)

0 200 400 600
Unblocking Temperature °C

0.000

0.005

0.010

f1(T) f2(T)

d)

B2

B1

B2

B1

Figure 2: Simulated two-component thermal demagnetization data subjected to TROUT.
For more information on the different parameters referenced in this figure, see Section 2.
Panels a) and b): Simulated Zijderveld plots with the magnitude of each component
(ck) indicated by blue and red arrows. Solid (open) symbols are X,Y (X,Z) components.
Panels c) and d): unblocking temperature density functions f(T, µk, sk, pk, qk) for each
component obtained from the TROUT method. Left column: Example without over-
lapping unblocking temperatures. Right column: Example with overlapping unblocking
temperatures. High (low) temperature components indicated in red (blue). In d) the un-
blocking temperature density clearly displays overlap between the unblocking temperature
functions. Insets: Equal area plots of the directions B̂k of each component. Center of di-
agram is the Z (vertical) direction, top (right) edge is the X (Y) direction. B1 (B2) was
acquired along the X (Z) specimen direction.

F (x, µ, s, p, q) = 1−
∫
f(x, µ, s, p, q) dx. (4)

Figure 2 shows simulated thermal demagnetization experiments for the case of non-179

overlapping unblocking temperatures (Figure 2a, c) and the case of overlapping unblock-180

ing temperatures (Figure 2b, d). The following sections explain how the TROUT approach181

is used to find the unblocking temperature distributions and directions that provide the182

best fit to thermal demagnetization data, allowing quantification of the temperature that183

separates the two components and the amount of overlap in unblocking temperatures184

between two components.185
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2.2 Fitting TROUT to data186

The TROUT model in Equation 2 describes magnetization as a function of tem-187

perature. The model includes several “model parameters” that define the unblocking tem-188

perature distributions, directions and relative magnitudes of each component. A frame-189

work is needed for fitting the TROUT model to the data by selecting model parameters190

that lead to model outputs that are comparable to the data. Model fitting is performed191

via optimization of a Bayesian posterior distribution, which synthesizes prior informa-192

tion about the parameters with model-data misfit (see, e.g., Tarantola, 2005). Specif-193

ically, the posterior distribution is proportional to the product of a likelihood that de-194

scribes the model-data misfit, and a prior distribution that specifies additional informa-195

tion about the model parameters. By finding the maximum value of the posterior dis-196

tribution, TROUT thus finds the model that best fits the data, while simultaneously sat-197

isfying prior constraints and, therefore, avoids overfitting. The following describes how198

to set up the likelihood and prior distributions and how to solve the resulting optimiza-199

tion problem.200

2.2.1 Likelihood201

We begin with the likelihood that specifies how model-data misfit is quantified. The
unknowns of the TROUT model in Equation 2 are c, B̂ and the function F (x), which
is parameterized via Equations 3 and 4, adding the unknowns µ, s, p and q. To simplify
notation, all unknowns are collected in a vector θ = (c, B̂, µ, s, p, q). Then the model
data misfit is defined by the quadratic:

Misfit =
1

2
(M⃗(x, θ)pred − M⃗obs)

TC−1(M⃗(x, θ)pred − M⃗obs), (5)

where M⃗pred(x) is given by Equation 2, M⃗obs(x) is the observed magnetization, and C
is a matrix that describes errors in the data. The misfit and likelihood are connected via
an exponential

p(Mobs|θ) = (det 2πC)−
1
2 exp

(
−1

2
(M⃗(x, θ)pred − M⃗obs)

TC−1(M⃗(x, θ)pred − M⃗obs)

)
. (6)

To specify the error covariance matrix C, it is important to recall that when pa-
leomagnetic measurements are made, a significant proportion of measurement error comes
from misorientation of specimens in the sample holder, which results in an angular mis-
fit (see for example Paterson et al., 2012 for a discussion). This should be correctly re-
flected by the choice of C in the likelihood. Holme and Bloxham (1996) devised an er-
ror matrix for satellite data, where there are similarly two kinds of noise, measurement
errors as well as “attitude errors,” caused by misorientation and this can be adapted to
the problem at hand. Specifically, we use the error covariance matrix:

C = I(σ2 + |M⃗ |2ψ2)− M⃗M⃗Tψ2, (7)

where ψ (an angle in radians) and σ (a constant measurement uncertainty for all data)
are unknown parameters that define the noise distribution. Note that the the unknown
parameters in the error covariance matrix can be estimated by simply appending them
to the model parameter vector θ = (c, B̂, µ, s, p, q, σ, ψ) and subsequently defining the
posterior jointly over all unknowns (see below). Finally, for a set of N measurements,
the likelihood is the product of the likelihoods for each measurement:

P (M⃗obs|θ) =
N∏
i=1

P (M⃗obs(xi)|θ). (8)

It is worth re-emphasizing that θ includes the unknown parameters defining the mea-202

surement noise. Two examples of this noise model and the resulting likelihoods are shown203

in Figure 3.204
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Figure 3: Examples of the likelihood distribution (green shaded areas) for an idealized
single component Arai plot (Zijderveld data). The TROUT method prioritizes solutions
which have maximum likelihood, i.e., are closest to the center of each green area for each
data point. a) shows the likelihood distribution with constant noise σ = 2e − 2, ψ = 0◦,
whereas b) shows the likelihood distribution with predominantly angular noise σ = 1e − 3,
ψ = 2◦. In b) the angular noise causes the likelihood distribution to become spread out in
a plane perpendicular to the direction of the Zijderveld data.

Table 1: Lower and upper bounds used in calculating the prior distributions of TROUT
model parameters.

Parameter c µ s p∗ q∗ ψ σ

Lower bound 0 xmin 0 0 -5 0 0

Upper bound 2max(|⃗(M)obs|) xmax
10
6 (xmax − xmin) 5 5 π

18 ∞

2.2.2 Prior Distribution205

A prior distribution incorporates all the information that may exist about param-206

eters before any data are collected. Priors impose constraints on the model parameters207

and ameliorate issues of non-uniqueness by focusing on solutions that are in line with208

any of this additional information. We now describe how the prior in TROUT is con-209

structed.210

First, upper and lower bounds are imposed on all parameters, which are listed in
Table 1. Here, re-scaled variables p∗ and q∗ are used, defined as:

q∗ = cot(
π

2
q), p∗ = ln(p). (9)

q is rescaled because SGG distributions with q values of both 1 and -1 have zero skew-211

ness, and the skewness of the distribution tends towards infinity or negative infinity as212

q tends towards zero from either side. For the rescaled variable, q∗ = 0 corresponds to213

an SGG with zero skewness, and |q∗| → ∞ implies that the skewness tends to infin-214

ity, with the direction being determined by the sign of q∗. The log-transformation on p215

is for convenience.216

For the noise parameter σ, an “improper prior” P (σ) ∝ 1/σ is used, which is a217

popular choice and equivalent to a uniform prior over log σ, hence easily enforcing the218

constraint that σ > 0. For the parameter ψ a uniform prior P (ψ) is imposed, which219

means that all values between the lower and upper bounds have equal probability. The220

parameter B̂ is a unit vector and its prior distribution is uniform on the unit sphere. More-221

over, σ, B̂ and ψ are independent of each other and of all other parameters.222
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For the model parameters c, µ, s, p, q we define a more complex prior that promotes223

non-overlapping distributions. The reason is that if two models fit the data equally well,224

it would be expected that the one with the smallest overlap between unblocking tem-225

peratures would be the correct one (in the majority of cases, see also below). A prior that226

yields the least overlapping solution that fits the data well is desired.227

To quantify “overlap” between two distributions, TROUT uses a modified version
of the non-parametric overlap coefficient of Inman and Bradley (1989). For any two dis-
tributions, this coefficient is given by:

η(i, j) =

∫ ∞

−∞
min

[
fi(x), fj(x)

]
dx. (10)

The TROUT modification accounts for the scaling of the distributions:

η(i, j) =
1

min(ci, cj)

∫ ∞

−∞
min

[
cifi(x), cjfj(x)

]
dx. (11)

The coefficient η(i, j) gives a value between 0 (no overlap between fi and fj) and 1 (to-
tal overlap, one distribution entirely contained within the other). Examples of the over-
lap coefficient for pairs of distributions are given in Figure 4. To penalize pairs of dis-
tributions with strongly overlapping unblocking temperatures in the model, the infor-
mative prior distribution P (η) ∼ Beta(1, 10) is used. For specimens with more than
two components, η is computed for every pair of components. Since η is a function of
the parameters c, µ, s, p, q (via f in Equation 3 ), P (η) defines the prior distribution on
c, µ, s, p, q, and it is worth noting that c, µ, s, p, q are not independent of each other, but
they are independent of σ, B̂ and ψ. The prior over all parameters is thus

P (c, B̂, µ, s, p∗, q∗, ψ, σ) = P (σ)P (B̂, ψ)P (c, µ, s, p∗, q∗) (12)

Finally, in some cases, (e.g., when two components that are not TRMs are thermally de-228

magnetized), a model with more overlap may be correct, which is in contradiction to the229

prior. In this case, however, information about the unblocking temperature distributions230

may not be particularly helpful, and other methods such as the plane fitting method of231

McFadden and McElhinny (1988) exist for obtaining directions. For this reason, promot-232

ing little overlap by construction of the prior is justified in the majority of cases consid-233

ered here.234
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Figure 4: Examples of the overlap coefficient (η) for three different pairs of SGG distribu-
tions. In a), there is no overlap between the two distributions, so η = 0. In b) there is a
significant overlap between the two distributions, so η = 0.295. In c) the two distributions
are highly overlapping, so η = 0.689

2.2.3 Estimating the maximum of the posterior distribution235

The posterior distribution is the product of likelihood and prior, specifically,

P (θ|M⃗obs) = P (M⃗obs|θ)P (θ), (13)
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where the likelihood P (M⃗obs|θ) is as in Equation 6 and P (θ) is shorthand notation for236

the prior distribution (recall that θ = (c, B̂, µ, s, p∗, q∗, σ, ψ)). The prior can be broken237

down into separate parts as in Equation 12 where P (B̂, ψ) is a uniform prior, P (σ) is238

the improper prior, and where P (c, µ, s, p∗, q∗) enforces the non-overlap condition via a239

prior in η in Equation 11.240

To obtain unblocking temperature distributions, directions and magnitudes of each241

of the components, the set of model parameters with maximum posterior probability is242

found. First, an informed guess for the maximum posterior solution is computed, assum-243

ing that there is no overlap between the components. Details of how this best guess is244

computed are given in Appendix A. To obtain the set of model parameters that max-245

imizes the posterior, the Broyden-Fletcher-Goldfarb-Shanno (BFGS, Nocedal & Wright,246

2006, pp. 136) method of optimization is used. This algorithm uses the gradient of the247

posterior distribution (computed via finite differencing) to find a local maximum. Be-248

cause the BFGS algorithm is designed to find a local maximum for a posterior distribu-249

tion, and the posterior distribution may have multiple maxima, the BFGS algorithm is250

run multiple times on randomly generated sets of model parameters close to the best guess.251

A similar scheme is used by Zhao et al. (2018) to initialize optimizations for IRM un-252

mixing. The BFGS method is deemed to have found a “maximum” when the gradient253

of the function reaches some minimum threshold, which may not necessarily be zero. To254

improve on the results of the BFGS optimization, the optimization result with the largest255

posterior value is picked from the outcomes of all random initializations. After this, a256

second optimization is run using the gradient free algorithm of Nelder and Mead (1965)257

to get even closer to the (global) maximum of the posterior distribution than the gradient-258

based BFGS method.259

2.3 Rescaling of data260

To be able to more easily fit SGG distributions to IRM data, Egli (2003) scaled co-261

ercivities x by a power β; x′ = xβ . This is done because coercivity distributions may262

often be highly skewed toward values near x = 0, but may not be well approximated263

by a log distribution. Egli performed this scaling such that the IRM as a function of x′264

“has symmetry closest to a hyperbolic tangent distribution”.265

In the TROUT method, a similar scaling of data is employed to fit SGG distribu-
tions better. In contrast to coercivity distributions, unblocking temperatures may be highly
skewed such that most of the unblocking occurs close to the Curie temperature. To ac-
count for the family of possible cases, the thermally unblocked data are scaled by a con-
stant, γ, to produce a scaled version of the demagnetization energy x′(x, γ):

x′ =


xexp(−|γ|) γ < 0

x γ = 0

max[(xmax − x)exp(−|γ|)]− (xmax − x)exp(−|γ|) γ > 0.

(14)

As in Egli, 2003, the value of γ is chosen by minimizing the fit to a hyperbolic tangent
function. For TROUT, this is done by minimizing:

[VDS(x′)− (1− tanh(αx′/x′max − α/2))/2]2, (15)

where VDS(x′) is the vector difference sum (Tauxe & Staudigel, 2004) of all M(x ≥ x′).266

Here, α is a free parameter that controls the width of the hyperbolic tangent function.267

(see Figure 5 for an example). In this case, the SGG distributions are fit to the scaled268

data, to obtain a function F ′(x′). This can then be converted back to F (x) using a change269

of parameters.270
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Figure 5: Examples of rescaling data from x (blue) to x′ (orange) when a) γ < 0 and
b) γ > 0. The rescaling improves the fitting of distributions to the data by increasing
the spacing between points where the magnetization varies strongly and reducing spacing
between points where the magnetization does not vary.

2.4 Interpreting results from the TROUT model271

From the TROUT model defined here, two pieces of information are desired. Firstly,272

an estimate of the temperature a specimen was reheated to or the temperature the spec-273

imen reached as the field changed. Secondly, the range of temperatures where only one274

component is unblocking, e.g. for use in a paleointensity experiments where it is impor-275

tant to retrieve a single field strength. To assess which components are unblocking at276

a given temperature, we define a parameter π for each component. For the kth compo-277

nent, πk is the ratio of the unblocking temperature distribution to the sum of all the un-278

blocking temperature distributions, or: πk(x) = ckfk(x)∑K
k=1 ckfk(x)

. Thus for the kth com-279

ponent, πk ≈ 1 when that component is unblocking. If πk ≈ 0 then a different com-280

ponent is unblocking. If more than one component is unblocking at the same time, then281

0 < πk < 1.282

For any two components, there is a “Crossover Temperature” (CT) at which πi =283

πj , which represents the temperature to which a specimen was reheated (if the block-284

ing and unblocking temperatures are equal). In addition to CT, there is a “mixed re-285

gion” (MR), which is defined as the area where max[πi, πj ] < 0.95 and fi, fj > 0.286

Outside the mixed regions, a single component is unblocking. If there is no overlap be-287

tween two components, then the crossover temperature is defined slightly differently. First,288

temperature ranges are found where fi, fj > 0 and max[πi, πj ] > 0.5. The MR is then289

defined as being the range of temperatures between those two points and the CT as be-290

ing the center point of this range. Conversely, some distributions may have two crossover291

temperatures as they intersect twice. If a single crossover temperature is required, the292

one with the highest fi = fj is selected. Examples of the crossover temperature and293

mixed region in different cases are shown in Figure 6.294

3 Applications295

We now illustrate TROUT by applying it to three data sets and discuss the TROUT296

procedure and results in detail. The first data set is from a set of specimens from the297

Pito Deep in the Pacific Ocean, which were remagnetized in the laboratory by Maher298

et al. (2021). The second data set is from specimens exhibiting ‘fragile curvature’ described299

by Tauxe et al. (2021). And the third data set is from Mid-Ocean Ridge Basalt (MORB)300

specimens initially described by Kent and Gee (1994).301
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Figure 6: Illustration of the “crossover temperature” (vertical line) and “mixed region”
(MR, purple shaded region) for three pairs of unblocking temperature distributions. a)
Shows the simplest case, in which the two distributions overlap. b) Shows another com-
mon case, in which the two distributions do not overlap, and the MR is interpreted as
being in between the two distributions, and the crossover temperature is in the center
of the MR. c) Shows a rare case, in which both distributions overlap in such a way that
there are two crossover temperatures. The crossover temperature at which the unblocking
temperature distributions are largest is preferred in this case.

3.1 Pito Deep Specimens302

Maher et al. (2021) documented numerous examples of samples with multicompo-303

nent remanences from tectonic exposures of the lower oceanic crust at Pito Deep (∼23◦S,304

112◦W). These multicomponent remanences provide information about the thermal his-305

tory of the lower crust, as they imply that the rocks cooled over a long time during which306

the Earth’s magnetic field reversed. Because the ages of these polarity reversals are known,307

the authors were able to qualitatively determine that the crust cooled more slowly than308

previously predicted from solely conductive cooling models. The temperatures of the re-309

manence “components” are representative of a particular time interval, and so were used310

as an estimate of cooling rate for this lower crustal section in the doctoral dissertation311

of S. Maher (Maher, 2021). Our analysis above using the TROUT method corroborates312

the significance of these temperature estimates and additionally provides uncertainty es-313

timates.314

To explore the meaning of remagnetization temperatures, specimens from the study315

of Maher et al. (2021) were given two or three approximately orthogonal TRMs at tem-316

peratures close to the apparent reversal temperatures in the original thermal demagne-317

tization experiments. If these temperatures are reproducible when thermally demagne-318

tizing the newly acquired pTRMs, then this is evidence that the original NRM compo-319

nents unblock over independent temperature ranges and so can be used to obtain a quan-320

titative cooling rate estimate. Here, we apply the TROUT method to obtain the unblock-321

ing temperature distributions, and the different CTs and MRs. Note that orthogonal mag-322

netizations of the TRMs were not always possible, due to the specimens not being per-323

fect cubes.324

The TROUT model was fit to the 72 specimens given pTRMs by Maher et al. (2021).325

Some examples of fitted models are given in Figure 7 and the full set of crossover tem-326

peratures and mixed regions is shown in Figure 8. To first order, the crossover temper-327

atures are good estimates of the original temperatures at which the pTRMs were imparted,328

with almost all CTs being within ±1 temperature step of the expected value and no CT329

being more than two steps from the expected value. The vast majority of MR ranges have330

a full width that spans two or fewer temperature steps, but several are wider.331
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Figure 7: Results from the Pito Deep data set from specimens (top row) PD036a1, (sec-
ond row) PD135a2, (third row) PD014d2 and (bottom row) PD142a2. Left column: Zi-
jderveld plots of the data, with the model fit to the data superimposed. Colors represent
the π ratio (see Section 2.4) indicating the dominant component, with red indicating the
highest temperature TRM, blue indicating the moderate temperature TRM and green in-
dicating the low temperature TRM. Center column: unblocking temperature distributions
of each component. Right hand column: Equal area plots of the demagnetization data
and the directions of each component. Specimen PD036a1 contains three easily resolv-
able components, which appear as straight lines with sharp corners on the Zijderveld plot
(a) which correspond to three unblocking temperature distributions with little overlap in
b). Specimens PD135a2 and PD014d2 have two or three component magnetizations with
curved directions between the high and moderate (red and blue respectively) component
on the Zijderveld plots (d,g), these cause overlapping unblocking temperature distribu-
tions (e,h). Specimen PD142a2 appears to have overlapping unblocking temperatures (k),
despite having no curved directions on the Zijderveld plot (j). This is likely because the
ratio between the two components remains fairly stable over most of the range of the low
temperature component.
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In some cases, this is due to curvature observed in the directions, where there may be333

overlap in the unblocking temperature distributions of the two components (see Figure 7c-334

f). In a few cases, there appears to be overlap in the unblocking temperature distribu-335

tion in regions where the directions are a straight line. This seems to occur in situations336

where the ratio of two unblocking temperature distributions is constant over a wide range,337

leading to an overestimate of the overlap (see e.g. Figure 7g,h). Although uncommon,338

there are a few of these cases in the Pito Deep dataset, and so the MR should be taken339

as an upper bound on the range of overlapping unblocking temperatures. The highly re-340

producible crossover temperatures and generally narrow MRs estimated for the Pito Deep341

data indicate that the majority of these specimens would be appropriate for use in es-342

timating a cooling rate. Histograms of the CTs relative to the actual remagnetization343

temperatures, and the MR ranges are shown in Figure 9.344
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Figure 9: Plot showing histograms of a) distance of CTs from the known pTRM ac-
quisition temperature for each specimen, measured in temperature steps, b) number of
temperature steps that the MR spans for each specimen. Blue and green represent the
peak temperatures of the second and third pTRM respectively. The CT is generally less
than ±1 step from the expected temperature for both components. The MR is also gen-
erally narrow (≤ 2 steps) with some exceptions. The higher temperature pTRM has a
slightly wider average MR, likely due to the 5 ◦C temperature steps in this range.

3.2 Fragile Curvature Specimens345

Santos and Tauxe (2019) characterized a set of paleomagnetic specimens which ex-346

hibited a range of behaviors in paleointensity experiments. In some specimens, the Arai347

plots (Nagata et al., 1963) in the original experiments were quite curved, but became348

straight when given a fresh TRM and subjected again to the paleointensity experiment.349

Then, Tauxe et al. (2021) showed that these specimens became more curved when a lab-350

oratory TRM was allowed to ‘age’ over a period of several years. This behavior was called351

‘fragile’ curvature. We applied two component TRMs to specimens from the same sam-352

ples, expecting that some of the specimens which produced non-ideal behavior in the pa-353

leointensity experiments would also have curved Zijderveld plots. A single TRM was ap-354

plied at 600◦C in one of seven directions in the laboratory x, y plane, spaced every 45◦,355

excluding the +x direction. A second pTRM was then applied at 500◦C in the remain-356

ing +x direction, allowing us to test effects of the angle between the two fields.357

After giving specimens from Tauxe et al. (2021) two component TRMs, TROUT358

was used to find directions, CTs and MRs. Example results from the TROUT model are359

shown in Figure 10. The mean direction obtained for each pTRM orientation is plotted360

on an equal area projection in Figure 11a, with the high temperature directions shown361

in red and the low temperature direction shown in blue. The mean directions have α95s362
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Figure 10: Examples of results from the Fragile curvature dataset from specimens (top
row) mc117d, (middle row) jm009f and (bottom row) mc117e. A description of this layout
is given in Figure 7. Note that specimen mc117e shows a strong overlap in the unblocking
temperatures, which is due to the anti-parallel directions of the two components, which
makes estimating the degree of overlap infeasible. However, the crossover temperature of
this specimen is still close to 500◦C.

within uncertainty of the expected direction, except for the direction with a declination363

of 45◦. After the initial heating, the direction of the high temperature TRM was mea-364

sured for each specimen. The mean measured direction of the high temperature TRMs365

is within uncertainty of the mean direction from TROUT for the group of 45◦ declina-366

tion specimens, and so it is likely that the few degrees deviation of the TRMs from the367

expected direction is due to small misorientations of the specimens during pTRM acqui-368

sition.369

Estimated CTs and MRs are shown in Figure 11b. It is noticeable that the aver-370

age crossover temperature is significantly higher than the expected value of 500◦C by371

about 5-10◦C. The likely reason for this is that the specimens were given pTRMs in a372

sample holder constructed from a thick titanium bar which allowed them to remain up-373
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Figure 11: a) Equal area plot of mean directions obtained by TROUT for the remagne-
tized specimens from Tauxe et al. (2021). Blue: Low Temperature component (n = 24)
and Red: High temperature directions (n = 3 or 4). Means overlap with the expected
mean for each direction, except for the direction with a declination of 45◦. b) Estimates of
the remagnetization temperatures for the fragile curvature specimens. Blue dots are the
crossover temperatures from TROUT and blue error bars are the MRs. Faint horizontal
lines are the temperature steps for the thermal demagnetization experiment. specimens
mc117e, mc167d, mc109e, jm009d and sc02e were magnetized in anti-parallel fields to the
magnetization direction, leading to wide MRs. In general the MRs span several tempera-
ture steps, wider than the results from the Pito Deep data set (see Figure 8).

right in the paleomagnetic oven, but were demagnetized in a different sample holder in374

which the specimens are kept horizontally. Although the thermal gradient in the Scripps375

paleomagnetic oven is small, the different thermal masses of these two sample holders376

could explain the 5-10◦C overestimate of the remagnetization temperatures observed in377

these specimens. No comparable temperature offset was observed for the Pito Deep sam-378

ples, which were given pTRMs using a different (lower mass) sample holder.379

The MRs for the specimens of Tauxe et al. (2021) are often considerably wider than380

those for the Pito Deep specimens, even for some of the specimens which do not exhibit381

curvature in their original Arai plots (“hw” and “mc” specimens). Where the two TRM382

directions are anti-parallel, the method generally struggles to find reasonable unblock-383

ing temperature distributions, with a wide MR often found to be favorable. However,384

the crossover temperature for these specimens is similar to other specimens. This makes385

sense, as the magnetization is effectively confined to a single dimension, overlapping un-386

blocking temperatures will affect the magnitude but not the direction of measurements,387

making the unblocking temperature distributions harder to estimate. An example of this388

is shown with specimen mc117e in the bottom row of Figure 10. Similarly to some of the389

results for the Pito Deep specimens, this demonstrates that the MR may be taken as an390

upper bound on the range over which unblocking temperatures overlap, as it tends to391

be overestimated for two anti-parallel magnetizations.392

3.3 MORB Reheating Experiment393

Kent and Gee (1994) noted unusual behavior in a set of samples from the East Pa-394

cific Rise whereby the unblocking temperatures extended well beyond what was expected395

for the observed titanomagnetite Curie temperature. At the time of the study, the pre-396

dominant hypothesis was that these high unblocking temperatures were carried by a new397
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Figure 12: a) Zijderveld diagram of thermal demagnetization data of NRM plus pTRM
imparted at 200◦C from Figure 3 of Kent and Gee (1994). Superimposed on the original
data (shown as black circles (X,Y) and open squares (X,Z) are TROUT model fits. b) Un-
blocking temperature distributions from the components shown in a). Inset) Equal Area
plot of the directions from a) and the TROUT fit directions.

phase formed by thermochemical alteration during heating. In order to test this, Kent398

and Gee (1994) gave a Mid Ocean Ridge Basalt (MORB) specimen a pTRM at 200◦C,399

the Curie temperature of TM60. Thermal demagnetization revealed a two component400

magnetization, with the high temperature component in the direction of the original NRM,401

indicating that the high unblocking temperature component could not have been newly402

formed during thermal demagnetization. The Kent and Gee (1994) result is shown in403

Figure 12. We tested TROUT on the data shown in Figure 12a as this dataset presents404

an excellent opportunity to explore the value of estimating CTs and MRs in a quanti-405

tative and reproducible manner. The TROUT results are plotted on top of the original406

data in Figure 12a. And the unblocking temperature distributions are shown in Figure 12b.407

The TROUT estimates are consistent with the original study.408

A set of hitherto unpublished data was produced as part of the Kent and Gee (1994)409

investigation in which the authors imparted pTRMs in several specimens at tempera-410

tures at 50◦C steps ranging from 100 to 300◦C and thermally demagnetized them as in411

Figure 12a. We applied TROUT to that data set, estimating the CTs and MRs. The TROUT412

results are shown in Figure 13. The crossover temperatures are all within one step of the413

temperatures at which the pTRMs were imparted, and the MRs are all within ± 1-2 tem-414

perature steps. There is no evidence for any part of the pTRM component persisting to415

high unblocking temperatures, but the width of the MRs increases with the tempera-416

ture of the pTRM. This could be caused by small amounts of thermochemical alteration,417

as the amount of material produced could increase with increased temperatures. This418

effect could also be caused by an inequality of blocking temperatures (the temperature419

at which the pTRM was acquired) and unblocking temperatures (the temperature at which420

the pTRM is demagnetized). Under this interpretation, the width of the MRs would be421

related to grain size. Blocking temperatures of 150◦C and under have ‘tight’ MRs, ex-422

pected for single domain grains with blocking temperatures equal to the unblocking tem-423

perature. Blocking temperatures from 200◦C and above have wider MRs, which are skewed424

to higher temperatures, consistent with unblocking temperatures in excess of the block-425

ing temperature, a hallmark of so-called ‘high temperature’ pTRM tails (Dunlop & Özdemir,426

2000).427
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Figure 13: Estimates of the remagnetization temperatures from the MORB reheating
experiment, unpublished data of Kent and Gee (1994). Blue line: pTRM remagnetization
temperatures used in the MORB reheating experiment. Blue dots: crossover tempera-
tures obtained from TROUT. Blue errorbars: mixed regions obtained from the TROUT
method. Thin horizontal lines: Temperature steps used in the thermal demagnetization
experiment. The crossover temperatures are all within one step, and the MRs all span 1
or 2 steps. Interestingly, the MRs widen as the pTRM temperature increases, which may
be a results of high temperature pTRM tails.

4 Discussion428

We have presented a method which provides a full mathematical description for429

a thermal or alternating field demagnetization experiment, with the ability for the un-430

blocking temperature or coercivity spectra of components to overlap. This method can431

be used to obtain the direction and magnitude of each directional “component” of the432

magnetization, as well as information about the temperatures over which each compo-433

nent demagnetizes. In laboratory experiments, the TROUT method can reproduce the434

temperature at which a pTRM was acquired to high accuracy (usually ±1 temperature435

step), even when that pTRM demagnetizes over a range of temperatures leading to a curved436

Zijderveld plot.437

In addition to accounting for overlapping unblocking temperature ranges, the TROUT438

method considers both instrument noise and misorientation errors, which offers a more439

robust error model than principal component analysis. It can also be used to estimate440

the range of temperatures over which more than one magnetic component demagnetizes441

simultaneously, which we call the “mixed region” or MR, obtained from the overlap be-442

tween the unblocking temperature distributions of each component. In general, the MR443

obtained from the TROUT method is controlled by the curvature of measurements on444

the Zijderveld plot.445
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There are some cases in which TROUT should not be applied. Because the model446

is non-unique, it sometimes returns MRs that operate over a broader range of temper-447

atures than expected. To reduce the non-uniqueness, we utilize a prior that penalizes448

unblocking temperature distributions which overlap strongly. In some cases, TROUT still449

produces counter-intuitive MRs, particularly when two components are parallel to or an-450

tiparallel to one another (see e.g., Figure 10, bottom row) or where the two unblocking451

temperature distributions may completely overlap and of very different magnitudes (e.g.452

an IRM from a lightning strike and a TRM), where the method of intersection of planes453

(McFadden & McElhinny, 1988) may be more applicable. In scenarios where a compo-454

nent is not acquired thermally, there is generally little information to be gained from the455

unblocking temperature distributions. In these cases TROUT still picks accurate crossover456

temperatures, but will have large uncertainties in the blocking temperature distributions457

and magnitudes for each component.458

In this paper, a “best” set of TROUT model parameters were estimated, where the459

posterior distribution is at a maximum. Uncertainties in these parameters can be deter-460

mined by directly sampling from the posterior distribution, using a Markov Chain Monte461

Carlo (MCMC) method. However, results from the TROUT model have multiple pos-462

terior modes, a behavior which requires a prohibitively large number of samples for an463

MCMC method to accurately represent the posterior distribution. Despite this setback,464

MCMC sampling can be performed to form an estimate of the number of posterior modes465

(and therefore reasonable solutions) to the TROUT model. Examples of samples drawn466

from the posterior distribution using the ensemble MCMC method of Goodman and Weare467

(2010) for specimens presented earlier in this study are shown in Figure 14. For each of468

these plots, an ensemble of 64 markov chains each with 10000 samples was used to sam-469

ple from the posterior, with the first 5000 samples from each chain discarded as “burn470

in”. It is apparent that for specimens where the TROUT method yields counterintuitive471

results (e.g. for specimen mc117e-szb with two antiparallel components in Figure 14c-472

d), that there are multiple possible solutions. TROUT simply picked the solution which473

had a maximum posterior mode. For specimen PD014d2 in Figure 14e-f, there is also474

a weaker alternative mode with less strongly overlapping blocking temperatures. Alter-475

native posterior modes can also be assessed more rapidly by looking at the range of so-476

lutions obtained by initializing the BFGS optimizer from different starting points, in-477

stead of just the best solution obtained by TROUT.478

The source of overlapping unblocking temperatures in paleomagnetic specimens is479

likely related to the presence of magnetic grains which have different blocking and un-480

blocking temperatures, described in Dunlop and Özdemir (2001), and which cause “frag-481

ile curvature” behavior in paleointensity experiments, as described by Tauxe et al. (2021).482

Micromagnetic modelling has demonstrated that certain sizes of magnetite have multi-483

ple minimum energy states which lead to unstable behavior (Nagy et al., 2017). This mech-484

anism is consistent with the results described in Section 3.3. It could therefore be pos-485

sible to use this framework to estimate the similarity between the blocking and unblock-486

ing temperatures in a paleointensity experiment. However, this is beyond the scope of487

this paper.488

5 Conclusions489

We present a mathematical model, called TROUT, which fully describes a ther-490

mal demagnetization experiment for specimens with multi-component magnetization.491

This model can be inverted to give us directional and thermal information about a pa-492

leomagnetic experiment. A particular advantage of the TROUT method is that it can493

obtain an estimate of the range of temperatures over which a remanence component de-494

magnetizes. TROUT allows for the unblocking temperature ranges of multiple compo-495

nents to overlap, a behavior that has long been observed in real paleomagnetic data (e.g.496

Hoffman & Day, 1978). The ability for TROUT to obtain blocking temperature ranges497
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Figure 14: Samples from the TROUT posterior distribution using the Markov Chain
Monte Carlo method of Goodman and Weare (2010), Zijderveld plots (left column), un-
blocking temperature distributions (right column) and Equal Area projections (insets)
are displayed. a) and b) Samples from the posterior distribution for specimen mc117d-
szb. There is little uncertainty in the unblocking temperature distribution, directions or
magnitudes for this specimen. c) and d) Results for specimen mc117e-szb. The two an-
tiparallel components in this specimen lead to uncertainties in the blocking temperature
distributions and relative magnitudes (c) of the two components. However, the crossover
temperature and directions of the two components have relatively low uncertainty. e) and
f) Results for specimen PD014d2- there is some uncertainty in the unblocking tempera-
ture distribution of the weaker, low temperature component for this specimen, with the
unblocking temperature distribution in f) showing a possible solution with less unblocking
temperature overlap. Note that these samples are unlikely to sample the relative sizes of
the different posterior modes equally, and so should only be used as a qualitative estimate
of uncertainty.

is useful for a number of applications. Paleomagnetists wish to isolate a range of tem-498

peratures over which a single component is demagnetizing for analyzing paleodirection499

and paleointensity experiments, which TROUT enables. Additionally, TROUT can be500
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used to find the emplacement temperature of tuffs or pyroclastic flows, as well as the tem-501

perature to which a specimen was reheated, e.g. in a host rock remagnetized by an in-502

truding dike, or an archaeological specimen where the temperature of heating is of in-503

terest. One of the advantages of TROUT is that it can be used to perform these anal-504

yses when Zijderveld plots are curved and without easily resolvable components.505

We analysed three data sets containing specimens that were partially remagnetized506

in laboratory fields at known temperatures using TROUT. TROUT estimated the tem-507

perature at which the laboratory pTRM was acquired to within ±1 temperature step,508

even for specimens where there was overlap in the unblocking temperature distributions509

of two components. TROUT’s ability to model the unblocking temperature distributions510

of different components may be a useful proxy of domain state in some specimens, al-511

though care should be taken when doing this, as overlapping unblocking temperatures512

can be caused by effects not related to domain state, and the unblocking temperature513

distributions obtained by TROUT may be non-unique.514

Appendix A Initialization of the optimization algorithm515

In Section 2.2.3 we discussed the method used for finding the maximum of the pos-516

terior distribution. Any optimization requires initialization of the search algorithms and517

it was mentioned in Section 2.2.3 that an “informed guess” is computed for the set of518

parameters that best fit the model. Here, we describe the procedure of making an in-519

formed guess. First, the more traditional technique of obtaining directions from a ther-520

mal demagnetization experiment, using principal component analysis (PCA), is used.521

For a specimen with K components, the data is split into K pieces, where the minimum522

temperature of piece k + 1 and the maximum temperature of piece k are shared. For523

each set of K pieces, the line defined by the principal component of each piece is com-524

puted. The closest point of intersection between these lines is found, and for each inter-525

section, the lower temperature line is translated such that the two lines intersect.The end526

point of the lowest temperature line is set to the NRM of the specimen, and the end point527

of the highest temperature line is set to the magnetization of the final demagnetization528

step. This enables the demagnetization experiment to be described by a set of lines with529

connected endpoints, which is what would be expected in a Zijderveld plot with no un-530

blocking temperature overlap.531

For each of the K lines obtained from the data-splitting approach, the sum of squared532

distances of the measurements from the PCA lines is taken. The procedure is repeated533

for all possible sets of K temperature ranges, and the set of lines that minimizes the sum534

of squared distances is chosen. The direction of these lines is taken as an estimate of B̂535

and their lengths as an estimate of c. The lines chosen should fit the data reasonably well536

and will approximate the maximum posterior B̂ and c for a specimen with no overlap537

between the components.538

To obtain estimates of µ, s, p and q, the vector difference sum of the data in each539

partition is taken, divided by c and the µ, s, p∗ and q∗ that minimizes the squared dif-540

ference between the vector difference sum and F (x, µ, s, p, q) is found using a single run541

of the BFGS method. By treating each component as its own demagnetization exper-542

iment, it is possible to obtain a good estimate of the µ, s, p and q that would yield a max-543

imum a posteriori estimate if there were no overlap between components.544

For σ, and ψ, values of 0.1|M⃗ |max and π/36 are used as the “best guess”. These545

parameters are intentionally set to larger values than would be expected, as initializing546

with a small noise tolerance may cause BFGS optimizations initialized around the guess547

to get trapped in local minima more frequently. Although this method of generating a548

best guess is complex, initializing the BFGS optimizer at a guess close to the one which549
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maximizes the posterior greatly increases the success rate of the optimization. This is550

because over a lot of the prior space, the posterior probability is effectively zero.551
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